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INTRODUCTION oy W

@of women depicts the social, economic and mental condition in a

nation. Women have been regarded as a symbol of spirituality in our
scriptures, Nearly one-sixth of the world’s ive in India.
present, challenges faced by Indian women is the result of the (patriafehy, Wwhich is

prevalent in Indian society. Women in_India are discriminated aZsrst—Tm various
fields, such fas healthf education)and which can be regarded a ' *
) &

discrimination. T
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Challenges Faced by Women in Past

Indian history bears the testimony to the fact that Indian woman have always
been treated badly and unequally to men. Social evils such as dowry, sati-system,
child marriage and female nEnicida e o y prevalent in the early ages.

In medieval India, the social evils hk( ati were prevalent. E@thermore@
System was much comm.cm_m_tbjs\w Durmo the British rule, acts Enm-m-g—

betterment of women were enacted, includin | Sati Regulation Act, 1829)
Hiadu Wi i lace Act, 1856, ale Infanticide Prevention Act@) and
onsent Act, 1891.

<«

In post-independent India, various rights were granted to the women under the
Constitution of India. It mainly includes equality, dignity, and freedom from
discrimination. Additionally, India has various statutes governing t ights of
women. As of 2019, some women have served in various senior official positions

in the Indian government, including that of the President of India, the Prime
Minister of India and the Speaker of the Lok Sabha.

\
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Challenges for Women Prevalent in India

In India, women continue to suffer discrimination, harassment, humiliation and
exploitation inside as well as outside home)ﬁheoretically, women might have been

S
given more ﬁ'eedom bllt 11 pI‘QCt‘I(‘PI fhe‘}r c:h“ suffer mwmnhuman

dignities and unworthy treatm here.\Some of the challenges which are
being faced by women in India are as follo

%{ of Maternal Car@}are in India is negligible. Lack of resource

and infrastructure very often—results in denial of the timely care to pregnant

wome? In addition, lack of information sharing pertaining to do’s and don’ts

5:00

during” pregnancy often lead to mortality of moth#€r and inf: This
phenomenon is widely observed among weakel sections of socie 31

_—
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Challenges for Women Prevalent in India

K/]/ﬁ of Health Care and Nutrition Girl child while growing up, is subject to
“various complications. The livelihood of girl child might be at risk if she is
denied timely interventions pertaining to nutrition and healthcare. Malnutrition

and anemi lan e¢irls is one of ' roblems in the world. The
14 :

lack of nutrition among girl child is widely attributed to the prejudices prevalent
in Indian society where female child is discriminated against male child.

/%1{ of Education Females in India have lower literacy rate corresponding to _

their male counterparts. This disparity in education can be traced to the time
related constraint where girl as a child is asked to get involved in domestic
duties. The practice is more common in rural areas. The denial of education to

o
{ < —_—

girl child further leads to difficulties in active participation in the workforce

during adultheed. They are also devoid of satisfactory social life. @
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Challenges for Women Prevalent in India

¢ (Child Marriages )Women face the challenge of child or early age marriages
mostly due to family and social compulsions. In many cases, girls are married

——

even prior to attaining sexual maturity. It burdens them with the duties of

material life before their education is complete, thus, limiting their
opportunities in future and denying them a chance of getting empowered.

e Denial of Equal Oppertunity—inm—jJobs The women are mostly deemed fit for

women specific jobs such as teachers, nurses, receptionist, babysitter, lecturer
etc., which have been stereotyped for women. Also, women in India face
artificial barriers and informal boundaries, which prevent them from advancing
upward in their organisatjorr inte-management-level positions. This can be

reflected in an increasit@é/ oe gap\between men and women. @
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vernment Initiatives to Tackle Challenges
%rmllent has launched various programmes and initiatives to tackle challenges

)DM/QCare being faced by women. The schemes aims to promote socio-economic
evelopment and gender equality while empowering the women. Some of them are
as follows -

/Wto mand Em‘rﬂoy{en/t P{mmnﬁ for women, 1986-87 (ST{

was launched to ensure sustainable employment and income generation for

marginalised, rural and urban poor women.

e Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) was introduced in 2016 to
extend hnancial support to pregnant women under maternity benefit @

rogra

* Government of India launched a campaign in 2015 with an aim to generate
awareness and improve efficiency of welfare services intended for girls in India.
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Government Initiatives to Tackle Challenges

* National Mission for Empowerment of Women (NMEW) was launched by the
Government of India in 2040—with—the aim to strengthen overall processes that

propiote all-round development of women.
ww’dual Household Latrine Construction (IHHL) construction under Swachh

Bharat Scheme (2014) seeks to address the issue of open defecats

o T@al Haw{—weﬂiphre ( PMDH and
Redressal) Act, 2013 was enacted to protect women from sexual harassment at
the place of work.

e Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSQO) Act was also enacted in
2012 to deter the crime against children including female child.

>
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Conclus
The change”in sod}l/ms and fmind-setg towards(girls and women

brought About thro gh[ms’atutlonal mitiative$. (This 1involves the family, the
commuhi cational institfitions, The state, as, the largest public
institution can initiat en and ensure 1mplementat10n its economic and
social policies g@nder equality. "Vhis will have a strong and effective impact the

=

subjective chdn ons and expectations towards ¢ girls and
Change is needed at the macro and micro level with wider p@@anon of people

AL

—
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Topics on social causes for practice

%1 Corruption be Eradicated From Our Society? On < QdJ.

3) Urban Poverty and Homelessness in India WQ\%

3 Human Trafficking : Modern Day Slavery AP QL'Q Nov
q) Is Capital Punishment ]ustiﬁed?\

5> Impact of Advertisement on Society
\
() Naxalism : Threat to Internal Security — @n«%f@ Ny -
; S OQ?H"Q Nov-

%L> Indian Cinema and Its Impact on Society
<§ Euthanasia : Right to Die with Dignity, \@/} Cﬁ% Nev

— on NGy

on 121 Naw
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