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Joshimath Crisis

Land subsidence and cracks in many houses continue in Uttarakhand's
Joshimath. Cracks have appeared on 561 houses 1n Joshimath, and water

seepage continues from underground 1n JP Colony, Marwadi.
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® Joshimath, an important hub for pilgrims on
their way to Badrinath and Hemkund Sahib,
witnessed protests by locals worried about
landslides and land subsidence.
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* Over 82 families living in landslide-hit houses
in Joshimath were shifted to temporary relief

centers as the town was declared a landslide-
prone zone.
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® Joshimath 1s a hill town located on the Rishikesh-Badrinath
National Highway (NH-7) in Chamoli district of Uttarakhand.
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® Apart from other important religious and tourist places of the
state, this city 1s also known as a night halt for tourists
traveling to Badrinath, Auli, Valley of Flowers and Hemkund
Sahib.
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* Joshimath, one of the most important army cantonments, holds
immense strategic importance for the Indian Armed Forces.
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* A stream flows with a high gradient from Vishnuprayag, the

confluence of Dhauliganga and Alaknanda rivers, through the
city (high-risk seismic zone-V).
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* It is one of the four main mathas established by Adi

Shankaracharya, the others being Joshimath at
Badrinath in Uttarakhand, Puri in Odisha and Sringeri

in Karnataka.




The Char Dham

The Char Dham is a set of four pilgrimage sites in India. It is
believed that visiting these sites helps achieve moksha
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An archetypal all-india pilgrimage
circuit, the formation of the
original Char Dham is credited to
the great 8th century reformer
and philosopher Shankaracharya
(Adi Sankara).

Badrinath Temple
Deity : Badrinath (Vishnu)

Dwarkadhish Temple

Jagannath Temple
Deity : Dwarkadheesh Krishna

Deity : Jagannath
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Elz'SﬁTB‘ o|?| & |3ﬁ * Incidents of cracks in walls and buildings were first recorded in
a,?q'gtq-&l‘ the year 2021, while incidents of landslides and floods were
D being observed continuously 1n Chamoli district of
BaCkground of Uttarakhand.
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® As per the reports, the expert panel of Uttarakhand government
found 1n the year 2022 that this type of problem is arising in
many parts of Joshimath due to man-made and natural factors.
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Backoround of * It was found that practically all of the city's districts have
.g ' structural faults and are likely to continue to result in
Joshimath's gradual or sudden subsidence or merging of the earth's
problems surface as a result of movements or loss of underlying

material.
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Mishra Committee
Report ® According to the 1976 Misra Committee report,

Joshimath is not situated on the main rock but on sand
and stone deposits. It 1s situated on an ancient
landslide area. The report states that erosion by river
streams of Alaknanda and Dhauliganga also come
under the factors of landslides.
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®* The committee had recommended a ban on
heavy construction work, removal of boulders

for blasting or road repair and other construction,
felling of trees.
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Mishra Committee
Report
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Geographical

_ _ * The exposed rocks are covered with the debris of
Situation old landslides including boulders, gneiss rocks

and loose soil, which have low bearing capacity.
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Construction

® The increase in construction work, hydroelectric
projects and the widening of the National
Highway have made the slopes highly unstable
over the past few decades.

Activities



Joshimath Crisis

Tapovan Vishnugad Hydropower Project
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®* Rock slides along streams and natural streams

Soil Erosion
flowing through Vishnuprayag are other causes

of landslides 1n the city.
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Possible measures

®* Experts recommend a complete stop to
] development and hydroelectric projects in the area,
to save Joshimath but residents need to be immediately relocated to a
safer location, and the city should be re-planned to

accommodate the changing topographical factors.



