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1. Habitat loss and fragmentation
2. Over-exploitation

3. Alien species invasions
4. Co-extinctions
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The narrowly utilitarian arguments for conserving biodiversity are obvious;

Humans derive countless direct economic benefits from nature food (cereals, pulses,
fruits), firewood, fibre, construction material, industrial products (tannins, lubricants, dyes,
resins, perfumes ) and products of medicinal importance.
More than 25 per cent of the drugs currently sold in the market worldwide are derived
from plants and 25,000 species of plants contribute to the traditional medicines used by
native peoples around the world
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The broadly utilitarian argument says that biodiversity plays a major role in many
ecosystem services that nature provides. The fast dwindling Amazon forest is estimated
to produce, through photosynthesis, 20 per cent of the total oxygen in the earth’s
atmosphere.

The ethical argument for conserving biodiversity relates to what we owe to millions of
plant, animal and microbe species with whom we share this planet
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PROTECTED AREAS
❖They are ecological/biogeographical areas 

where biological diversity along with 
natural and cultural resources are 
protected.

❖Eg. Cold desert(Ladakh & Spiti), hot 
desert(Thar), Wetland(Assam and N.E 
States), Saline swampy areas(Sundarbans, 
Rann of Kutch), mangroves, coral reefs

❖World Conservation Monitoring Centre has 
recognized 37,000 protected areas 
Worldwide

❖India has about 651 protected areas of 
national parks(100), and wildlife 
sanctuaries(551), 18 Biosphere reserves.

❖It covers 4.7% land surface.
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NATIONAL PARKS
❑Areas maintained by government and reserved for betterment of wildlife
❑A few of them have been declared as world heritage site like kaziranga, 

Keoladeo and Manas.
❑The first National park of India was Jim Corbett National Park(1936)
❑The first National park of World was Yellowstone National park.
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▪ Multipurpose protected areas which are meant 
for preserving genetic diversity in 
representative ecosystem.

▪ Till May 2002, 408 biosphere reserves had been 
established in 94 countries.

▪ In India, 18 biosphere reserves have been set 
up.

▪ Four of them recognized as World Heritage site-
1. Nanda Devi
2. Sunderbans
3. Nilgiri
4. Gulf of Manner
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➢Wetlands are called Ramsar sites 
because the first international 
convention on their conservation was 
held in Ramsar in Iran in 1971.

➢These are low lying marshy areas which 
get filled up during rains due to runoff 
and overflow from other waterbodies.
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•In 1952 an advisory body of Central Board of Wild life, later renamed as Indian Board of Wild life 
(IBWL) was set up.
•In 1972 Wild Life Protection Act was enacted.
•In 1982, 1st October, 12 point strategy for an Action plan for the conservation of wild life in India was taken 
into account by Indira Gandhi. This included the establishment of protected areas, national parks, 
sanctuaries and biosphere reserves.
•Project Tiger ]was first launched in 1973 by government of India during Indira Gandhi period. Under this 
different kinds of habitats in nine states were included for protection of tiger, an endangered species.
•Gir Lion Project was first implemented in 1972 as a five year plan for the conservation and protection of 
only surviving habitat of Asian lion, Panthera leo persica. It started with less than 50 and present number is 
about 400.

http://www.mahendras.org/


VISIT www.mahendras.org Telegram -

•Crocodile Breeding project was initiated in 1975 to conserve and protect Crocodilus porosus
(saltwater), Palustris( freshwater and swamp), and Gavialis agangeticus (Gharial )
•Rhino conservation was introduced in 1987 for continued effective and intensive management of rhinos.
•Project elephant was launched in 1992 for elephant conservation
•Biosphere Reserve Programme was launched by UNESCO in 1971 under its Man and the Biosphere 
Programme (BRP). It emphasized on i) conservation, ii) research, iii) education, and iv) local involvement
•National Parks were formed to safeguard the biodiversity. First National Park in India was established 
in 1936 as Hailey National Park now known as Jim Corbette National Park in Uttarakhand.
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1. WHICH ONE OF THE FOLLOWING WAS RECENTLY CONSIDERED TO 
BE A SUITABLE SITE FOR INTRODUCING AFRICAN CHEETAH IN INDIA? 
[A] BANDHABGARH NATIONAL PARK
[B] DUDHWA NATIONAL PARK
[C] KUNO NATIONAL PARK
[D] MANAS NATIONAL PARK
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WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING IS/ARE CAUSED DUE TO UNCONTROLLED DEFORESTATION?
[A] The destruction of habitats

[B] landslides
[C] Floods

[D] All of these
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MONDAY TO FRIDAY - 11:30 AM TO 1:30 PM

http://www.mahendras.org/


VISIT www.mahendras.org Telegram -

TIMING DAYS

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

11:30 ECO CA ECO POL BEN

12:00 REAS SCI POL SCI REAS

12:30 ENG MATHS ENG MATHS ENG

13:00 GEO HIS GEO HIS CA
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West Bengal Audit and Accounts Services

➢SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON ACCONTANCY
➢MATHS BASED ON STATICS
➢MANY MORE…..
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