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INFINITIVE

The infinitive has two forms:

• the ‘to-infinitive’ = to + base

• the  ‘bare infinitive’ = base
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1. The ‘to-infinitive’ to 

indicate the purpose or 

intention of an action:

In this case to has the 

same meaning as in 

order to or so as to.

❑ She came to 

collect her pay 

cheque.

❑ The three 

bears went to 

find firewood.

POINTS TO REMEMBER
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POINTS TO REMEMBER

2. The ‘to-infinitive’ as 

the subject of the 

sentence.

❑ To be or not to 

be, that is the 

question.

❑ To know her is 

to love her.
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3. The ‘to-infinitive’ to 

indicate what something 

can or will be used for:

In this pattern, the ‘to-

infinitive’ follows a noun 

or pronoun.

❑ The children 

need a 

garden to 

play in.

❑ I would like a 

sandwich to 

eat.
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POINTS TO REMEMBER

4. The ‘to-infinitive’ with 

question words:

The verbs ask, decide, 

explain, forget, know, show, 

tell, & understand can be 

followed by a question 

word such as where, how, 

what, who, & when + the 

‘to-infinitive’.

❑ She asked me 

how to use the 

washing 

machine.

❑ Do 

you understand 

what to do?
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