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Spill the beans

1. To tell people about someone’s secrets

2. As a low priority

3. Everyone gets a chance eventually

4. Once in a life-time

IDIOMS AND PHRASES
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To feel blue

1. To work hard and stay up very late night

2. To feel very sad

3. To have faith in god

4. To commit a blunder
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No strings attached

1. An agreement without conditions

2. Enjoy different opportunities at a single

time

1. To be judged as acceptable 

2. Worried for frivolous things
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A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush

1. Something is better than nothing

2. To give credit to a disagreeable person

3. Only just 

4. To sniff something wrong
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A doubting Thomas 

1. An skeptical person 

2. To keep people at a distance 

3. To interfere in someone’s affairs

4. To regret in vain that can’t be undone.
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Pass the buck

1. To tell people about someone’s secrets

2. To pass the blame 

3. Everyone gets a chance eventually

4. Once in a life-time 
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Put a brave face

1. To work hard and stay up very late night

2. To feel very sad

3. To act confident in a difficult situation

4. To commit a fraud
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Take a back seat

1. An agreement without conditions

2. Enjoy different opportunities at a single time

3. Take a subordinate position

4. Worried for frivolous things
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A Hobson’s choice

1. Something is better than nothing

2. To give credit to a disagreeable person

3. The only choice 

4. To sniff something wrong
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To lose ground to somebody/something

1. An skeptical person 

2. To keep people at a distance 

3. To interfere in someone’s affairs

4. To lose a sustained share/position
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Keep your chin up

1. To tell people about someone’s secrets

2. To encourage someone in his bad times

3. Everyone gets a chance eventually

4. Once in a life-time 
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Icing on the cake

1. Getting extra than expectations

2. To feel very sad

3. To act confident in a difficult situation

4. To commit a fraud
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Make someone the scapegoat for something

1. To make to bear the sins for others

2. Enjoy different opportunities at a single time

3. Take a subordinate position 

4. Worried for frivolous things
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A long face

1. Something is better than nothing

2. To look disappointed for something

3. The only choice

4. To sniff something wrong
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To kick the bucket

1. To pass away

2. To keep people at a distance 

3. To interfere in someone’s affairs

4. To lose a sustained share/position
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A leopard can’t/doesn’t change its spots

1. Hard to live alone

2. Hard to change a character 

3. Impossible to get success 

4. A situation of lawlessness
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A fly in the ointment

1. To bring good luck

2. To rush for something

3. To speak indirectly or evasively

4. A spoilsport
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A storm in a tea-cup

1. To see signs of plague epidemic

2. To get back to previous state without results

3. To hide oneself

4. Worried for frivolous things



VOCAB MASTER – FOR ALL GOVT. COMPETITIVE EXAMS

Going to the dogs

1. Reaching a bad state

2. Reaching success after much efforts

3. Very annoyed

4. To sniff something wrong
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To poke one’s nose into someone’s affairs 

1. More people are required to finish a difficult task

2. Scarcely available 

3. To interfere in someone’s affairs

4. Wining everything coming your way
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ONE WORD SUBSTITUTION

Ambi – both

ambivalent –

one who has contradictory view

ambidextrous –

one who can use both hands efficiently

ambiguous –

statement which is contradictory to itself

ambivert –

one who has both extrovert and introvert 

personality traits
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Andr/o – man, male, husband

androgynous –

being both male and female

android –

resembling a human

misandry –

hatred towards men

monoandry/ monandry –

the possession by a woman of only one husband 

at one time.

biandry –

the possession by a woman of 

two husband at one time

polyandry –

the possession by a woman of 

multiple husbands at one time



VOCAB MASTER – FOR ALL GOVT. COMPETITIVE EXAMS

Mania – obsession in something

ablutomania –

irresistible impulse to cleanliness [ablution means 

washing one’s body]

callomania –

unrealistic attraction to something only because of its 

beauty

capnomania/ fumimania –

obsessive or uncontrollable desires or habits of smoking 

one or more tobacco products (especially cigarettes; but 

they may include cigars, pipes, etc.)
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dipsomania –

irresistible craving for alcoholic drinks

egomania –

intense love for oneself

homicidomania –

irresistible impulse to commit murder

kleptomania –

someone desperate to steal something without 

economic motive

mythomania –

an excessive or abnormal propensity for lying 

and exaggerating

netomania –

irresistible impulse for internet

poriomania –

a morbid impulse to wander or 

journey away from home

pyromania –

obsession for playing with fire 

(pyro means fire as in pyrometer, 

pyrotechnics)



VOCAB MASTER – FOR ALL GOVT. COMPETITIVE EXAMS

Murder of a brother

(A) Regicide

(B) Homicide

(C) Fratricide

(D) Patricide

ONE WORD SUBSTITUTION
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Enclosed in a small closed space.

(A) claustrophobia

(B) liftophobia

(C) closophobia

(D) clusterophobia
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An excessively morbid desire to steal 

(A) cleftomania

(B) keptomania

(C) stealomania

(D) kleptomania
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One who enjoys inflicting pain on himself

(A) egoist

(B) sadist

(C) masochist

(D) nihilist
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A political leader appealing to popular desires and 

prejudices. 

(A) popularist

(B) demagogue

(C) dictator

(D) tyrant
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A person who is greatly respected because of 

wisdom 

(A) venerable

(B) verger

(C) voracious

(D) vulnerable
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To die without having made a will 

(A) Intestate

(B) Insolvent

(C) Intaglio

(D) Inveterate
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Science regarding principles of classification. 

(A) toxicology

(B) classicology

(C) taxidermy

(D) taxonomy
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One who is unaffected or indifferent to joy, pain, 

pleasure or grief 

(A) Passive

(B) Stoic

(C) Tolerant

(D) Resigned
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Not easily pleased by anything

(A) Medieval

(B) Precarious

(C) Fastidious

(D) Maiden
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Not allowing the passage of light. 

(A) optique

(B) opulent

(C) oblique

(D) opaque



VOCAB MASTER – FOR ALL GOVT. COMPETITIVE EXAMS

A person who consumes human flesh:

(A) Carnivore

(B) Cannibal

(C) Javage

(D) Captor
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HOMEWORK
fear of mirrors, 

reflections and sometimes 
ghosts
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THANK
YOU


