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QUESTIONS BASED ON VERB
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1. The ‘to-infinitive’ to indicate 

the purpose or intention of an 

action:

In this case to has the same 

meaning as in order to or so 

as to.

 She came to collect her pay 

cheque.

 The three bears went to 

find firewood.

INFINITIVE

The infinitive has two forms:

• the ‘to-infinitive’ = to + base

• the  ‘bare infinitive’ = base
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IMPORTANT CONCEPTS OF VERB

2. The ‘to-infinitive’ as the 

subject of the sentence.

 To be or not to be, that is 

the question.

 To know her is to love her.
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IMPORTANT CONCEPTS OF VERB

1. The bare infinitive after 

auxiliaries:

 She can't speak to you.

 He should give her some 

money

2. The bare infinitive after 

verbs of perception:

With verbs of perception, the 

pattern is verb + object + zero 

infinitive.

He saw her fall from the cliff.

We heard them close the 

door.

RULES OF THE ZERO INFINITIVE



10



11

IMPORTANT CONCEPTS OF VERB

3. The zero infinitive after the verbs 

'make' and 'let’ .

 Her parents let her 

stay out late.

 Let's go to the cinema 

tonight.

4. The zero infinitive after the 

expression 'had better’ .

We had better 

take some warm 

clothing.

 She had better ask him 

not to come.
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SUBJECT – VERB AGREEMENT
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1. Singular subjects take singular verbs and plural subjects take plural 
verbs.
 Even an animal has its own territory.
 Even animals have their own territory.
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2. Subjects joined by ‘AND’ are usually plural and take plural 

verbs.

 His laptop and my iPad were stolen from the desk.

 Chennai and Kolkata have very hot weather.
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3. If the subject has two singular nouns connected by AND; 

and both are about the same person / thing, then the verb 

remains singular.

My best friend and roommate is going to US for a vacation.

 Soup and bread is our Sunday breakfast.
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4. When two subjects connected by AND are preceded 

by ‘each, every or many a ’,  singular verb is used.

 Every chair, table, sofa and every single piece of furniture 

in the house is up for auction.

 Every man and woman in the store is requested to go 

through the security check.
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5. Rules for ‘The number’
The expression ‘the number / the variety ’ has a singular meaning 
and requires a singular verb, whereas the expression ‘a number / a 
variety ’ has a plural meaning and takes a plural verb.
 The number of board members is very small.
 A number of board members were absent.s
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6. Each, every, either, neither
The words ‘each, every, either, neither’, used as pronouns or else 
adjectives, are always singular and require singular verbs.
 Each of them does have political ambitions.
 Each employee is responsible for clearing his desk in the evening.
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1. (a) Walking along the/ (b) bank of the river/ (c) the road 

began to  rise./ (d) No error.

2. (a) It is time you/ (b) decide on your next/ (c) course of 

action ./ (d)  

No error.

3. (a) As I was feeling sleepy/ (b) I asked for/ (c) a steamed 

cup of tea./ 

(d) No error. 

4. (a) I have always/ (b) and will always/ (c) be faithful to you./ 

(d) No error.

EXERCISE
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5. (a) The lights went out/ (b) while we/ (c) took the 

examination./ (d) No error.

6. (a) His assistants have and/ (b) are still doing/ (c) 

excellent work for the organization./ (d) No error

7. (a) After the teacher had told the boys/ (b) how to 

pronounce the word/ (c) all of them in one voice repeated 

the word again ./ (d) No error

8. (a) The company is not doing well./ (b) Isn't it time you/ 
(c) sell off your shares in it?./ (d) No error
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9. (a) The students were/ (b) looking forward to/ (c) meet 

the 

eminent scientist./ (d) No error

10. (a) The lady made the/ (b) little boy to wash/ (c) all the 

clothes./   

(d) No error. 

11. (a) We must get this letter/ (b) send/ (c) as soon as 

possible./    

(d) No error
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