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IMPORTANT CONCEPTS OF VERB

‘Helping verbs’ are used before action or linking verbs to 

convey additional information regarding aspects of possibility 

(can, could, etc.) or time (was, did, has, etc.)

Ex : 

HELPING /AUXILIARY VERBS



7



8

IMPORTANT CONCEPTS OF VERB

1) Primary Helping Verbs

2) Modal Helping Verbs

HELPING /AUXILIARY VERBS
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IMPORTANT CONCEPTS OF VERB

Can, Could - 1) Be Able To

 Tom can write poetry very well.

 I can not help you by next week.

 When I was a child I could climb trees.

2) Make a suggestion 

You could take the tour of the castle tomorrow.

MODAL VERBS
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Possibility / Impossibility

 You can catch that train at 

10:43.

 I could fly via Amsterdam if 

I leave the day before.

Ask Permission / Give 

Permission

 Can you lend me ten 

dollars?

 You can borrow my car.

 Could I have your number?
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QUESTIONS BASED ON VERB
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Shall, Should, Ought to

To Offer of Assistance or 

Polite Suggestion (When you 

are quite sure of a positive 

answer)

Shall we go for a walk?

To Offer of Assistance or 

Polite Suggestion (When you 

are not sure of a positive 

answer)

Should I call a doctor?
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A Prediction or Expectation 

that Something Will Happen

 The proposal should be 

finished on time.

 I shouldn’t be late. The train 

usually arrives on time.

To Give Advice

 You should check that 

document before you send it 

out.

 You ought to have your car 

serviced before the winter

To Give Advice (about 

something you think wrong or 

unacceptable)

 James shouldn’t teach him 

words like those.
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Polite Request or 

Statement

Will you please take the trash 

out?

Would you mind if I sat here?

Habitual Past Action

When I was a child, I would 

spend hours playing with my 

train set.

WILL / WOULD
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IMPORTANT CONCEPTS OF VERB 
– MAY & MIGHT

Formal Permission 

Formal Prohibition

 You may start your exam 

now.

 You may not wear sandals to 

work.

Polite Request May I help you?

Possibility / Negative 

Possibility

We may go out for dinner 

tonight. 

Our company might get the 

order if the client agrees to 

the price.
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Polite Suggestion  You might like to try pizza 

,it’s our special today .
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QUESTIONS BASED ON VERB
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QUESTIONS BASED ON VERB
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QUESTIONS BASED ON VERB


