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‘Tense’ originates from a Latin word ‘tempus’ which means 

Time, Tense can be understood as that form of the verb that 

indicates time .

TENSE

PRESENT PAST FUTURE
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Tense

Present FuturePast

Indefinite

Continuous

Perfect

Perfect 

Cont.

Indefinite

Continuous

Perfect

Perfect 

Cont.

Indefinite

Continuous

Perfect

Perfect 

Cont.
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PRESENT TENSE

Subject + V1 + Object 

Subject + Is / Am / Are + V1(ing) + 

Object 

Subject + Has / Have + V3 + Object 

Subject + Has / Have + Been + 

V1(ing) + Since / For + Object  

Indefinite

Continuous

Perfect

Perfect 

Cont.
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QUESTIONS BASED ON TENSE

1) He is taking (a) / bath everyday (b) / early in (c) / the morning .(d) 
/ no error (e)

2) The Sun (a) / is rising (b) / in the (c) / east .(d) / no error (e)
3) Here (a) / is coming (b) / the Miss Universe (c) / on this stage . (d) / 

no error (e)
4) The old man says (a) / two and two (b) / are making (c) / four .(d) / 

no error (e)
5) He said , “ I (a) / am (b) /a doctor (c) / in this hospital .” (d) / no 

error (e)s
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Simple Present ( Present Indefinite )

Subject + V1 + Object 

1.Used to express an 

action that is 

habitual .

He takes medicines everyday. 

2. To express 

universal truths .

Too many cooks spoil the broth. 

3. Exclamatory 

sentences beginning 

with “Here / There ” .  

Here comes the great orator . 

IMPORTANT CONCEPTS OF TENSE
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IMPORTANT CONCEPTS OF TENSE

4. Do not use two future 

tenses in a sentence.

You will fail if you do not 

work hard. 

5. In a commentary.  Ravi takes his front foot out 

and lofts the ball over mid-

on.

6. In news paper headlines.  Jan Lokpal falls on the 

floor, the minister resigns. 
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IMPORTANT CONCEPTS OF TENSE

7. A planned action in the future.  The show begins at 2 p.m. in 

the afternoon.   

8. If the MAIN / PRINCIPAL 

VERB is in the future tense 

then in the case of 

conditional sentences, 

simple present is used after 
SUB ORDINATE VERB .

We shall not initiate till they 

do not provoke us.

 I shall not help him even if he 

begs for it. 

 Unless he works hard, he 

will not pass in the exam. 
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IMPORTANT CONCEPTS OF TENSE

PRESENT CONTINUOUS     

Subject + Is / Am / Are + V1(ing) + Object

1. For tasks that are in 

continuation while we speak 

.

 Raghav is teaching the class.

 I am looking for a new 

apartment.

2. For tasks to be performed 

in the near future.

 They are going to get married 

tomorrow.

We are planning to buy a car 

today.
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IMPORTANT CONCEPTS OF TENSE

3. Use present continuous tense 

to refer to a compulsive habit in 

which one repeatedly keeps on 

indulging: Generally after words 

like always, continually, 

constantly , forever etc.

 He is always complaining and 

crying.

Mohan is constantly 

disturbing us.
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