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PREPOSITION
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PREPOSITIONS – A Pictorial 
Representation
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Preposition 

of time
Explanations Example

Since

•from a particular time 

in the past until a later 

time, or until now

 England have not won 

the World Cup in 

football since1966 .

For
•used to show a

duration of time.

 I'm just going to 

bed for an hour or so.
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Preposition 

of time
Explanations Example

From

•used to show the 

time when 

something starts

 The museum is 

open from 9.30 to 6.00 

Tuesday to Sunday.

Till / Until

•up to (the time 

that)

 We 

waited till / until half 

past six for you.

By

•not later than; at or 

before

 She had promised to 

be back by five 

o'clock.
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Preposition 

of time
Explanations Example

Ago

•back in the past; back in 

time from the present.

 The dinosaurs 

died out 65 

million 

years ago.

Before
•at or during a time earlier 

than

 She's always 

up before dawn.
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Preposition 

of time
Explanations Example

To
•used to say the clock time 

going to be .

 It's twenty to six.

Past
•used to express the 

passed clock time .

 five past ten

To

•until a particular time, 

marking end of a period of 

time .

 It's only two 

weeks to 

Christmas.
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Preposition 

of Place
Explanations Example

PREPOSITION FOR PLACE

At

•used to show an 

exact position or 

particular place

•events

•place where you are 

to do something 

typical (watch a film, 

study, work)

 I met her at the 

entrance, at the bus stop

 at a concert, at the party

 at the movies , 

at university, at workSS
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Preposition 

of Place
Explanations Example

PREPOSITION FOR PLACE

In

•Inside

•Comparatively 

larger places 

 I watch TV in the living-room

 I live in New York

 Look at the picture in the book

 She looks at herself in the mirror.
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Preposition 

of Place
Explanations Example

PREPOSITION FOR PLACE

On

•attached

•next to or along the 

side of (river)

•used to show that 

something is in a 

position above 

something else and 

touching it.

•left, right

 Look at the 

picture on the wall

 Cambridge is on the 

River Cam.

 The book is on the 

desk

 A smile on his face

 The shop is on the left
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Preposition 

of Place
Explanations Example

PREPOSITION FOR PLACE

By, Next to, 

Beside, Near

•not far away in 

distance

 The girl who is sitting 

here lives by / next 

to / beside the house.

Across

. from one side to 

the other of 

something with 

clear limits / getting 

to the other side

 She walked across the 

field / road.



22



23

Preposition 

of Place
Explanations Example

PREPOSITION FOR PLACE

From

• used to show the 

place where someone 

or something starts.

 What time does the 

flight from 

Amsterdam 

arrive?

Through

. from one end or side of 

something to the other

 They walked 

slowly through the 

woods.
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Preposition 

of Place
Explanations Example

PREPOSITION FOR PLACE

Over

•higher than something 

else, sometimes so that 

one thing covers the 

other.

•more than

•across from one side to 

the other.

•overcoming an obstacle

 She held the 

umbrella over both 

of us.

 Most of the carpets 

are over $100.

 I walked over the 

bridge
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Preposition 

of Place
Explanations Example

PREPOSITION FOR PLACE

Above

•higher than something 

else, but not directly over 

it

 a path above the 

lake

To

•in the direction of  We went to Prague 

last year.
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Preposition 

of Place
Explanations Example

PREPOSITION FOR PLACE

Into

•towards the inside or 

middle of something and 

about to be contained, 

surrounded or enclosed by 

it

 Shall we 

go into the 

garden?

Towards

•in the direction of, or 

closer to someone or 

something

 She stood up and 

walked towards 

him.
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Preposition 

of Place
Explanations Example

PREPOSITION FOR PLACE

Onto

•used to show 

movement into or on 

a particular place

 I slipped as I 

stepped onto the 

platform.

Between

•in or into the space 

which separates two 

places, people or 

objects

 The town lies 

halfway between Rome 

and Florence.

Behind
•at the back (of)  I hung my 

coat behind the door.
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Preposition 

of Place
Explanations Example

PREPOSITION FOR PLACE 

In front of

•further forward than 

someone or something 

else

 She started 

talking to the 

man in front 

of her

Under
•lower than (or covered by) 

something else

 the cat 

is under the chair.
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Preposition 

of Place
Explanations Example

PREPOSITION FOR DIRECTION

Below

•lower than something 

else.

 the plane is 

just below the 

cloud
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Preposition 

of Place
Explanations Example

PREPOSITION FOR AGENT & 
INSTRUMENT 

By

•Doer  An apple was 

eaten by Ram.

With
•Instrument  She was writing 

with a pen.
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