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NARRATION 



5



6

2. Imperative sentences: 

 Mohan said to his brother, “Do not go out in the dark.”

 Mohan prohibited his brother from going out in the dark.

3. Sentences beginning with ‘Let’ : 

 Use of Let : It is generally used in the following ways: 

a. ‘Let’ is used to put forward proposals and suggestions.

b. ‘Let’ is used to grant permissions.
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A. If ‘let’ is used to make suggestions the following rules are     

applied:

1. ‘Say / said’ is changed into propose, proposed or suggest, 

suggested.

2. If reporting verb contains object, it should be added after 

the words ‘proposed to’ and ‘suggested to’ .

 Suggested to him.

 Proposed to them.

3. Inverted commas are removed and ‘that’ is added. 

4. ‘Should’ is added along with V1 after the subject of the      

reported speech. 
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 He said to his students, “Let’s have a party.” (Direct)

 He suggested to/advised his students that they should 

have a party. (Indirect)

 Raman said to the cops, “Let’s search the house.”  (Direct)

 Raman suggested to/advised the cops that they should 

search the house. (Indirect)

 He said to me, “do not go outside”. (Direct)

 He prohibited/restricted/stopped me from going outside. 

(Indirect)S
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B. If ‘let’ is used in the sense of ‘granting permission’ the     

following rules are applied: 

a. Say to / said to / request / requested etc. are changed 

according to need: 

b. The reported speech is started using ‘to allow’.

c. ‘To’ is used before the main verb.

 Aman said to his father, “Let me go to picnic.”

 Aman requested his father to allow him to go to picnic.

 The boss said to the peon, “Let the man take the file.”

 The boss ordered the peon to allow the man to take the file. 
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B. If ‘let’ is used in the sense of ‘granting permission’ the    

following rules are applied: 

d. If you want to retain the word ‘let’ in the indirect speech, 

you should keep in the form ‘to let’.

 Madhu said to her assistant, “ Let the servants take a leave 

for a day.’

 Madhu ordered her assistant to let the servants take a leave 

for a day.

 Madhu told her assistant that the servants might be allowed 

to take a leave for a day.S
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4. Optative sentences: 

A . John said, “May you do well in life.”

B . They said, “Long live Anna Hazare.”

C . The crowd said, “ God save the Queen.”

Rules for changing into indirect speech:

a. ‘Said’ is changed into prayed, wished, cursed etc. 

b. As the need arises ‘might’ is added, and V1 is used.

c. Remove the exclamation mark.
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Let’s consider the following examples pertaining to optative 

sentences given above:

1. John prayed / wished that we might do well in life.

2. They wished that Anna Hazare might live long.

3. The crowd wished / prayed that God might save the queen. 

5. Exclamatory sentences: 

a. Such sentences express exclamation. They contain 

specific words. 

 Hurrah, Alas, Oh , Wow etc.

b. The basic structure of the sentence remains assertive i.e.

( Sub + Verb).
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Consider the following sentences:

i. Mohan said, “what a beautiful car !”

ii. Mohan exclaimed that it was a very beautiful car. 

iii. The businessman said to me, “Bravo ! my friend did well to 

save the day.”

iv. The business man applauded  me saying that his friend 

had done well to save the day. 
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5. Special case : Conversion of ‘must’ into indirect speech:

a. If ‘must’ is used to express obligation in terms of moral 

duty or universal applicability, it should be used 

unchanged in the indirect tense:

 Mohan said, “We must obey our parents.”

 Mohan said that we must obey our parents. 

 Mohan said that one must obey one’s parents.
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b. In the sense of compulsion , ‘must’ changes ‘had to’.

 Arjun said, “I must go to Shimla next month.” 

 Arjun said that he had to go to Shimla the following  month. 



22



23


