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VOCABULARY – REVISION 
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TEST YOUR VOCABULARY

For each of the following sentences four alternatives are given . You are 
required to choose the correct meaning of the Idioms underlined in the 
sentences .

1 ) - He is your best friend so he has no axe to grind by befooling you .
A) A blunt sword         
B) A sharp mind
C) No private interest to serve
D) No hope of getting something



5

TEST YOUR VOCABULARY

2) - He requested Rani  not to put a spoke in his wheel .
A) Disturb him
B) Obstruct his progress
C) Annoy him
D) Encourage him
3) – Sapna forbade me to discuss the matter as it is piping hot .
A) Steaming hot 
B) Not in news
C) Not worthy of discussion
D) Superior 
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4) - He came to his boss on his knees for money .
A) To beg
B) To explore
C) To do flattery 
D) TO encourage him
5) – Sapna escaped with the  skin of her teeth .
A) Scarcely
B) By a large margin
C) By a narrow margin
D) Totally 
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6) - He was either down in the dumps or up high .
A) To be very happy
B) To appear miserable
C) To dance 
D) To be encouraged
7) – His wife chooses not to work , so Sham has to  bring home the 
bacon .
A) Some food
B) To earn a salary
C) To take bribe
D) To do part time job .
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8) – After losing his job , He was left down & out .
A) To be very happy
B) To appear miserable
C) To be destitute
D) To be encouraged
9) – If you study by fits & starts , you may not pass the examination .
A) Some time
B) To study regularly
C) To study irregularly
D) To do part time job .
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10) – This new law will go a long way in addressing this issue .
A) To be very helpful
B) To demotivate
C) To be angry
D) To encourage
11) – His dreams of becoming an astronaut are a pipe dream, he 
should be more realistic .
A) Think twice 
B) A hope / plan that will never come true
C) To study regularly
D) A master plan.
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12) – When Mary was offered two equally attractive jobs ,she found 
herself  on the horns of a dilemma .
A) To be in a very dangerous situation
B) To feel demotivated
C) To be angry
D) To be in a difficult situation
13) – He is grateful for making his maiden speech in this debate .
A) First speech
B) To be thoughtful
C) To participate in a function 
D) To organise something .
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14) – From his attitude it is clear that he wants to pay off old scores .
A) To be in a very dangerous situation
B) To feel happy
C) To have one’s revenge
D) To enjoy one’s company
15) – Being a Union leader , he called a 24 hour token strike .
A) Long strike 
B) To be in an aggressive mood
C) Short strike held as a warning 
D) To disorganise something .
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16) – He told us some cock & bull story about having lost all his 
money .
A) A biography
B) A true story
C) A concocted story
D) A fairy tale 
17) – I was trying to keep the party a secret , but you let the cat out 
of the bag .
A) Tell a secret
B) To tell a secret unintentionally 
C) To give a hint
D) To guess .
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18) – A good Samaritan helped them to change the tire of their car .
A) A genuinely charitable person 
B) A mechanic
C) A helper
D) A novice
19) – I think I need to take a leaf out of your book & get over my 
camera - shyness .
A) To take someone as a role model
B) To discuss something
C) To steal something
D) To tell openly .
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20) – You really  hit the jackpot & helped your 
mother  .
A) To accept bribe
B) To make money unexpectedly 
C) To work hard 
D) To steal money .
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