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Basic English Phrases for Anywhere
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Thanks so much.

• This is a simple sentence you can use to thank someone.

• To add detail, say:

• Thanks so much + for + [noun] / [-ing verb].

• For example:

• Thanks so much for the birthday money.

• Thanks so much for driving me home.
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Thanks (so much) for + [a thing].
Thanks (so much) for + [-ing verb]
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I really appreciate…

• You can also use this phrase to thank someone. For example, you might say:

• I really appreciate your help.

• Or you can combine #1 and #2:

• Thanks so much for cooking dinner. I really appreciate it.

• Thanks so much. I really appreciate your cooking dinner.
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CONFUSED WORDS 
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• Defence /  Defense

• Defense is standard in American English.

• Defence is found mainly in British English.
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• E.g./I.e.

• These two Latin abbreviations are often mixed up, 

• but e.g. means “for example,” while i.e. means “that is.”
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• Flaunt/Flout

• Flaunt means to show off: 

• LOLA flaunted his stylish new outfit.

• Flout means to defy, especially in a way that 
shows scorn: 

• ROXEN flouted the business-casual dress code by 
wearing a tiara and flip-flops.
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• Gray/Grey

• Gray is the standard American English spelling.

• Grey is the standard British English spelling.
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• Loose/Lose

• Loose is usually an adjective: 

• PINKU  discovered that the cows were loose.

• Lose is always a verb. It means to misplace something 
or to be unvictorious in a game or contest:

• LOBU was careful not to lose his ticket.
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• Lead/Led

• Lead, when it rhymes with “bed,” refers to a type of 
metal: 

• PROMA wore a lead apron while the dentist X-rayed 
her teeth.

• Led is the past tense of the verb to lead, which means 
to guide or to be first:

• NASSU led the way.
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• Toward/Towards

• Toward is standard in American English.

• Towards is standard in British English.
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• Inquiry/Enquiry

• Inquiry and enquiry both mean “a request 
for information.”

• Inquiry is the standard American English 
spelling. Enquiry is the British spelling.
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• Learned/Learnt

• Learned is standard in American English.

• Learnt is standard in British English.
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• Historic/Historical

• Historic means famous, important, and influential:

• "the area's numerous historic sites

• GULLU visited the beach in Kitty Hawk where the Wright 
brothers made their historic first airplane flight.

• Historical means related to history: 

• "historical evidence , "famous historical figures
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• Than/Then

• Than is used for comparisons: 

• KALU runs faster than PILLU.

• Then is used to indicate time or sequence: 

• "she won the first and then the second game
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• Directions (1-5): In the following passage, some of the words have 
been left out. Read the passage carefully and select the correct 
answer for the given blank out of the four alternatives.
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• In a strange ……………, the production and the consumption of the event become 
cause for concern. …………… wonders whether newer forms of “non-caring” or 
violence are appearing. Somehow, silence, even ……………, quietly suppresses a 
meditation on such events. …………… a professor, I can recollect the number of 
occasions when my students have cried as we discussed such events in class. 
……………, society seems so indifferent.
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• Q1. In a strange ……………,

•
(a) way
(b) form
(c) step
(d) method

•
Ans.(a)
Sol. ‘way’
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• Q2. …………… wonders whether 
newer forms of “non-caring” or 
violence are appearing.

•
(a) Anyone
(b) One
(c) Someone
(d) Somebody

•
Ans.(b)
Sol. ‘One’
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Q3. Somehow, silence, even ……………, quietly 
suppresses a meditation on such events.

(a) attention
(b) bias
(c) regard
(d) indifference

Ans.(d)
Sol. ‘indifference
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Q4. …………… a professor,

(a) Like
(b) Alike
(c) As
(d) Being

Ans.(c)
Sol. ‘As’
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"the brothers were very much alike ( Similar )

(of two or more people or things) similar to each other.

• having the same characteristics or qualities as; similar to.

"he used to have a car like mine
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Q5. ……………, society seems so indifferent.

(a) Yet
(b) Thus
(c) Hence
(d) So

Ans.(a)
Sol. ‘Yet’
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• Blood, sweat and tears

• (Something that requires a lot of effort and 
hard work)

• Being an actor is not just a matter of luck 
for him, it is his blood, sweat and tears 
which has got him there.
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Q1. All Thumps

(a) To give your best
(b) Awkward and clumsy especially with one’s 
hands
(c) To examine thoroughly
(d) To stop some activity, to stop working and go 
home.

S1. Ans.(b)
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Q2. Between the cup and the lips.

(a) On the point of achievement
(b) By any means
(c) Straight talks
(d) To take on a task that is way too big.

S5. Ans.(a)
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Q3. Know the ropes

(a) Unable to understand
(b) Main support
(c) To understand the details
(d) To climb on a rope.

S12. Ans.(c)
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