




IDIOMS & PHRASES 

(EXERCISE)



Q.1. To get into hot waters.

A. to suffer loss

B. to get into trouble

C. to be in a confused state of

mind

D. to be impatient

Answer: (b) be in/get into 

hot water : to be in or get 

into trouble.



Q.2. Please be as brief as 

you can, I have other fish to 

fry.

A. to take rest

B. some important work to 

attend to

C. to attend the friends

D. to cook the foodB. some important work to 

attend to



Q.3. I want to tell you in a nut 

shell, lust for money and power 

ruined her life.

A. confidentially

B. in detail

C. in a brief manner

D. as objectively as possible
C. in a brief manner



Q.4. I’ll be able to do my job 

very well when I know the 

ropes.

A. work in silence

B. learn the procedures

C. gain confidence

D. become bolder

B. learn the procedures



Q.5. Ask Mr. Das. He can give you 

all the news you need : he is 

always in the swim.

A. at the swimming pool

B. in search of news

C. well informed and up to date

D. giving news to others

C. well informed and up to date



Q.6. His argument does not hold 

water.

A. to influence

B. to check the flow of water

C. sound logical fact

D. to have effect

C. sound logical fact



Q.7. Deepak did not care for his 

family, he wanted to gather 

roses only.

A. to paint a rosy picture of the 

past

B. to seek all enjoyments of life

C. to obtain fame by hard work

D. to save money miserlyB. to seek all enjoyments of life



Q.8. Burn your boats

A. become extremely tired after 

working very hard

B. do something that makes it 

impossible to return to the previous 

situation

C. want to spend money as soon as 

you get it

D. have a burning desire to win

B. do something that makes 

it impossible to return to the 

previous situation



Q.9. Pros and cons

A. con artists

B. professionals and con artists

C. advantages and disadvantages

D. professionals

C. advantages and 

disadvantages



Q.10. I could have continued my 

higher studies if I wanted but, that's 

water under the bridge.

(1) something I cannot change 

(2) the time I met with an accident 

near the bridge 

(3) something my family did not want 

(4) the time I went on a cruise
(1) something I cannot change 



Q.11. My parents want me to study 

science, but I will stick to my guns

and graduate in Economics.

(1) prefer to disobey them 

(2) hold on to my decision 

(3) refuse to listen to them 

(4) show them that they are wrong

(2) hold on to my decision 



Q.12. The people of this village 

are the salt of the earth.

(1) rich 

(2) quarrelsome 

(3) educated 

(4) kind 

(4) kind 



Q.13. He accused her of talking 

through her hat and refused to 

accept a word of what she said.

(1) talking straight 

(2) talking nonsense 

(3) talking tough 

(4) talking 

(2) talking nonsense 



Q.14. Her mother saw 

through the excuse she 

gave.

(1) revealed 

(2) detected 

(3) viewed 

(4) hacked 
(2) detected 



Q.15. A man of straw 

(1)A weak man, without 

substance 

(2) An unintelligent man 

(3) A corrupt man 

(4) A tall, lanky person 

(1) a weak man, without substance a 

man of straw : someone who has a 

weak character; a man of no substance.



Q.16. The music group broke up

unceremoniously.

(1) went bankrupt 

(2) broke each other's instruments 

(3) disturbed the neighbourhood

(4) disbanded itself

(4) broke up: the ending of a 

relationship or an association; the 

division of a large group into smaller 

parts 



To carry the day

(1) to postpone to the next

day

(2) to bear grudge

(3) to win a victory

(4) to do things in a hurry

HOME WORK




