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*A S-mem‘t/)e{ Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court has upheld the EWS

reservation by a majority of 3-2.
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The Supreme Court bench
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&Y 4 1. Chief Justice of India Uday Umesh Lalit

2. Dinesh Maheshwar,

/3. S Ravindra Bhatt,
_“4. Bela M Trivedi,
x/S . J B Pardiwala
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* Justice Maheshwari: EWS quota law doesn't violate basic

structure or equality code for taking into account economic
criterion. It doesn't also cause damage to any essential
feature by exceeding 50% ceiling for EWS quota since the
ceiling 1s itself flexible.
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° Justlce Trivedi: EWS q [aw 1sn't discriminatory, can't be
saild to be shocking. It doesn't violate basic structure or

equality code treating EWS as separate class would be a
reasonable classification. Just as equals as unequals, unequals
cannot be treated equally.
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® Justice JB Pardiwala concurred with Justice Trivedi.
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* Justice S Ravindra Bhat decided to dissent, saying

the law 1s discriminatory and violates the basic
structure of the Constitution.
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® Chietf Justice of India U U Lalit concurred with
Justice Bhat.
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*On7J anuary 2019, Union Council of Ministers approved

a 10% reservation in government jobs and educational

institutions for the Economically Weaker Section (EWS)

in the General category. The cabinet decided that this
would be over and above the existing 50% reservation for

SC/ST/OBC categories.
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®* The

10% EWS quota was introduced under

the 103" Constitution (Amendment) Act, 2019 by
amending Articles 15 and 16.
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° It 1nserted Article 15 (6) and Artlcle/16 (6).


https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/lok-sabha-passes-the-constitution-124th-amendment-bill-2019
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*It is for economic reservation in jobs and admissions in

education nstitutes for Economically Weaker Sections (EWS).
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* It was enacted to promote the welfare of the poor not covered by

the 50% reservation policy for Scheduled Castes
(SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs) and Socially and Educationally
Backward Classes (SEBC).



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-commission-for-scheduled-castes-1#:~:text=It%20provides%20for%20a%20National,their%20socio%2Deconomic%20development%20etc.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-commission-for-scheduled-tribes
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® It enables both Centre and the states to
w\& provide reservation to the EWS of society.
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