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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iv. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
v. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
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Why do Indians go abroad for

medical studies?
What prompts students to pick countries like

Russia, Ukraine and China? Will setting up

more private colleges help?
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The story so far: The war in Ukraine has turned the spotlight

on something that has been the trend for about three

decades now. When students from India studying in Ukraine

cried out for help, it became clear that there were a large

number of them trapped in a war zone. According to

estimates from Ukraine, reported in the media, around

18,000 Indian students are in Ukraine. It may be safe to

assume they are pursuing medicine, at least anecdotally,

going by interviews with students who have returned.

Hundreds of students are still stuck in several regions of

Ukraine, while for those who have returned, an uncertain

future threatens, unless the Government finds a solution

soon. Which countries do Indian students prefer? For about

three decades now, Indian students have been heading out

to Russia, China, Ukraine, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, the

Philippines to pursue a medical degree.
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The medium of education for these students is English, a

language they are comfortable with, and the amount spent

on living and the medical degree are far more affordable

than paying for an MBBS seat in private medical colleges

in the country. The desire to study medicine still holds a lot

of value in the Indian community. While it retains the

prestige of an honourable profession, there is a great deal

of aspirational zeal in taking up medicine. The lack of

equal opportunities exacerbated by the caste factor in the

Indian context, has a great deal of impact on the prestige

still associated with being a doctor, says G.R.

Ravindranath, of the Doctors’ Association for Social

Equality. “For years, certain communities were denied the

opportunities, and finally they do have a chance at

achieving significant educational status.
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What about costs?

■ The cost factor on both sides of an MBBS degree is

significant. The costs of an MBBS degree in a

Government college total up to a few lakhs of rupees

for the full course, but in a private medical college, it

can go up to ₹•1 crore for the five-year course. In case

it is a management seat, capitation fees can inflate the

cost by several lakhs again. Whereas, an MBBS course

at any foreign medical university in the east and

eastern Europe costs far less. Students from Tamil

Nadu who returned from Ukraine said on an average

they had to spend close to ₹•30lakh-₹•40 lakh, inclusive

of lodging and boarding. A majority of the students

had written NEET at least twice, and only decided to

move after they could not get an MBBS seat.
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