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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
iii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iv. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
v. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
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New opportunities for e-waste recyclers
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Over the next five years, Delhi-NCR-

headquartered Attero Recycling, one of India’s

largest electronic waste management

companies, expects to invest close to $1 billion

in expanding their electronic waste recycling

facilities. More than 70% of it is for setting up

operations in Europe, the U.S. and Indonesia to

recycle lithium-ion batteries premised on the

increasing share of electric vehicles in future.

Nitin Gupta, cofounder and CEO of the firm,

says that while lithium batteries may be the

future for the company, the present is hinged

on the growing number of e-waste that his

factory in Roorkee is processing.
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From 30% of sales in 2018, firms are expected

to recycle 70% of sales by 2023.

“Prior to the Extended Producer Responsibility

(EPR) regime, recyclers like us had to pay to

procure ewaste. We extract the precious metals

and sell them. The informal recyclers use

hazardous methods and therefore were able to

do this at a lower cost. Even if their recovery (of

metals) was low, their costs were low and so

profitable. Now with the EPR regime, it’s

Original Equipment Manufacturers who are

paying for recycling and a lot more is collected

in the formal sector,” said Mr. Gupta.
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Last month, the Union Environment Ministry

unveiled a set of draft rules that further

incentivises registered electronic waste recyclers.

The crucial difference from the 2016 rules is the

generation of EPR certificates. The latest e-waste

rules are yet to become law and the Environment

Ministry has set a 60 day-period for public

consultation. Recyclers on processing a certain

quantity of waste would be given a certificate

verifying this number by the Central Pollution

Control Board (CPCB). Electronics goods

companies can buy these certificates online from

the CPCB to meet their annual targets.
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