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ii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iii. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
iv. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
v. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
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VETERAN
(NOUN): (अनुभवी): Old hand

Synonyms: Old-timer, Old 

stager

Antonyms: Novice
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FACTION
(NOUN): (अंदरूनी कलह): 

Infighting

Synonyms: Dissension, 

Dissent

Antonyms: Harmony
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MERCENARY
(ADJECTIVE): (लोभी): 

Money-oriented

Synonyms: Grasping, 

Greedy

Antonyms: Altruistic
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EVADE
(VERB): (बचना): Elude

Synonyms: Avoid, Dodge

Antonyms: Confront
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The problems plaguing thermal

power generators
With a coalsupply demand gap, and international

coal prices rising, cashstrapped thermal power

generators are left with critical stocks
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On June 10, India’s power demand touched a record

high of 211 MW even as the coal shortage continued

with coal stocks available only for eight days. In the

last two months, as temperatures soared and the

economy recovered, the power demand breached the

200 MW level on several occasions. But the coal stock

position at power plants remained worrisome.

Consequently, the Ministry of Power sprang into

action. To bridge the gap between shortage in

domestic supply and increasing demand, power

generating companies or ‘gencos’ were directed to

use imported coal for 10% of their requirement, failing

which their domestic supplies would be cut.

How did India get here?

India is the second largest producer of coal, with

reserves that could last up to 100 years.

E10056

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE :

Despite that, year after year, the shortage of coal

supplies continues to be an issue. Why does India have

a recurring power crisis? The domestic production of

coal stagnated between FY18 and FY21, but revived in

FY22. The power demand too surged owing to

economic recovery and hotter weather conditions. In a

press release published on May 27, the Ministry of

Power noted that “despite efforts to increase the

supply of domestic coal, there is still a gap between the

requirement of coal and the supply of coal.”. Until

FY20, domestic sources contributed to about 90% of

the power sector’s coal receipts; the remaining was

filled by imports.

But by FY22, the reliance on imports dwindled to 3.8%

which built pressure on domestic supplies.
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The coal imported by power plants declined to 27

MT in FY22 from 66.06 MT in FY17. Coal imported

for blending purposes by power plants that run

on indigenous coal declined to 8 MT in the last

financial year, from 19.7 MT in FY17. A bulk of

imports was made by power plants designed for

imported coal. Notably, their share of imports too

saw a decline of 60% in FY22 since FY17. Out of

15 such import based power plants in India, five

had little or no coal stock as of June 15. This dip

in imports can be attributed to the skyrocketing

prices of coal in the international markets.
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