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Waiting for jobs
The Centre’s decision to recruit personnel

is a nod to the festering unemployment issue
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For a nation that has had a significant demographic

dividend — the working age population is much larger

than the non-working age sections — finding productive

employment for its youth was to be an imperative for India.

Yet, in the last few years, unemployment has remained a

major concern — the leaked Periodic Labour Force Survey

(PLFS) in 2018 revealed that India’s unemployment rate

was the highest (6.07%) in four decades. The latest PLFS

suggests that the numbers now are not so drastic, with the

overall unemployment rate at 4.2% in 2020-21 compared to

4.8% in 2019-20 and the labour force participation rate

(LFPR) increasing to 41.6%, up from 40.1% in 2019-20. In

terms of the more widely used statistic internationally, the

current weekly status of unemployment, the figure of 7.5%

for all persons in 2020-21 is still worrying.
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But, the PLFS data will not bring much cheer to the

Government despite a decrease in unemployment,

according to official data. This is because the decrease,

says the PLFS, has also coincided with the transfer of

employment into lower productive and unpaid jobs away

from salaried employment. Worryingly, industrial jobs

have decreased with more employment in agricultural and

farm-related jobs — a trend that accelerated following the

lockdown and has not reversed since then.

Unemployment rates among the educated (above

secondary education 9.1%) and the youth (age between

15-29 — 12.9%) have only declined marginally. Wage rates

have continued to remain lower for those employed in

either salaried jobs or self-employed compared to the pre-

pandemic period, with the increases being marginal in the

year following lockdown-driven days of the pandemic.
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In this regard, Prime Minister Narendra

Modi’s announcement that the Government

will be recruiting 10 lakh personnel within

the next 18 months (vacancies in the

Railways, the armed forces and GST

departments among others) should be

seen as a step in the right direction. The

latest data showed that there were 8.86

lakh vacant jobs among all central

government civilian posts as of March

2020. Mr. Modi’s announcement was not

about the creation of a large chunk of new

jobs; the bulk of the promised employment

is to fill up vacancies.
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Q1. No strings attached

A. An agreement without

conditions

B. Enjoy different opportunities

at a single time

C. To be judged as acceptable

D. Worried for frivolous things

Correct Option: A
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Q2. A doubting Thomas

A. An skeptical person

B. To keep people at a

distance

C. To interfere in someone’s

affairs

D. To regret in vain that can’t

be undone.
Correct Option: A

Meaning: A skeptic who needs

physical or personal evidence in

order to believe something.
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Q3. Put a brave face

A. To work hard and stay up very

late night

B. To feel very sad

C. To act confident in a difficult

situation

D. To commit a fraud

Correct Option: C
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Q4. Take a back seat

A. An agreement without conditions

B. Enjoy different opportunities at a

single time

C. Take a subordinate position

D. Worried for frivolous things

Solution : C. Take a subordinate

position
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Q5. To lose ground to

somebody/something

A. An skeptical person

B. To keep people at a

distance

C. To interfere in someone’s

affairs

D. To lose a sustained

share/position

Solution : D. To lose a sustained

share/position
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Q6. Pass the buck

A. To tell people about

someone’s secrets

B. To pass the blame

C. Everyone gets a chance

eventually

D. Once in a life-time

Solution : B. To pass the blame
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