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An enduring agreement bridging

India-Pakistan ties
Despite differences, the Indus Waters Treaty is

one of most effective examples of water

management in the world
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The Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) is an established water-

distribution treaty between India and Pakistan to use

water in the Indus and its tributaries. In the words of

former U.S. President Dwight Eisenhower, the treaty has

since its existence in 1960, served as “one bright spot ...

in a very depressing world picture that we see so often”,

resolving the long-standing differences between India

and Pakistan since Partition. Following the 118th meeting

of the Permanent Indus Commission (PIC) comprising

the Indus Commissioners of India and Pakistan held on

May 30-31, 2022 in New Delhi, it is important to reflect on

the struggles and the high stakes that the two countries

have experienced to ensure a long-lasting treaty on the

one hand and the lessons that can be drawn to address

multiple concerns pending in the region on the other.
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After years of arduous negotiations, the Indus

Waters Treaty was signed in Karachi on

September 19, 1960, by then Indian Prime

Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and then Pakistani

President Ayub Khan, negotiated by the World

Bank. The treaty establishes a cooperative

mechanism for exchanging information

between the two countries regarding the use

of the western rivers (Indus, Jhelum, Chenab)

allocated to Pakistan and the eastern rivers

(Ravi, Beas, Sutlej) allocated to India.

However, the treaty also underlines provisions

allowing each country to use the rivers

allocated to the other for certain purposes

such as irrigation and hydroelectricity.

E10056

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE :

The Permanent Indus Commission, which has a

commissioner from each country, oversees the

cooperative mechanism and ensures that the two

countries meet annually (alternately in India and

Pakistan) to discuss myriad issues emerging from the

treaty. This year, the commission met twice, in March

in Islamabad, Pakistan, and then in New Delhi, in May.

GThe Indus Waters Treaty also offers great potential

for cooperation and development in the subcontinent

which can go a long way in ensuring peace and

stability. Given that both India and Pakistan have been

committed to manage the rivers in a responsible

manner, the Treaty can be a reference point to resolve

other water-related issues in the region through

regular dialogue and interaction.
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