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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iv. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
v. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
vi. ENGLISH SPEAKING TIPS
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Why are India’s imports from China rising?
If trade is booming, what is the state of other aspects of

economic relations, including investments?
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The story so far: While many countries, including

India, have spoken of the need to reduce reliance

on China particularly in the wake of COVID-19 and

disruption to supply chains, trade figures released

last month showed imports have only continued

to surge in 2021, rebounding after a fall in trade in

2020 because of the pandemic. The rising trade

comes amid continuing tensions with China along

the Line of Actual Control (LAC), where

disengagement negotiations have been slow

moving. The rising trade does not, however,

suggest a return to normalcy in relations. Other

areas, such as investment, remain in a deep freeze

amid the continuing chill in bilateral relations.
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What did India import from China in 2021?

■ India’s trade with China in 2021 reached $125.6

billion, according to figures released in January by

China’s General Administration of Customs (GAC).

This was the first time that trade crossed the $100

billion mark. India’s imports from China accounted for

$97.5 billion, while exports reached $28.1 billion, both

records. Compared to 2019 trade declined

substantially in 2020 because of the pandemic, which

exaggerates the year-on-year increase —imports are

up 30%. Exports to China, meanwhile, are up by as

much as 56%. The trade deficit, a long-term source of

concern for India, is up by 22% since 2019, having

declined last year.
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What is driving India’s imports?

■ India’s biggest imports are electrical and mechanical

machinery, a range of chemicals that are intermediate

imports used by industries, active pharmaceutical

ingredients (APIs), auto components, and since 2020, a large

amount of medical supplies. According to figures available

with India’s Ministry of Commerce, all those key imports

continued to rise in 2021. The total value of the top 100

import categories each of which accounts for more than

$100 million in imports was up by $16 billion in the last year,

reaching $45 billion. The top items included both finished

goods such as integrated circuits (up 147%), laptops and

computers (up 77%) and oxygen concentrators (up four-fold)

and intermediate products such as chemicals.
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Time for
SYNONYMS
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मैंने बाल धूप में सफेद नहीं किये |

I was not born yesterday.

िुते्त िी पूूँछ िभी सीधी नहीं हती ी |

A leopard can't change his sports.

दूर िे ढतल सहुावने |

Distant drum sound well.
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