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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY WITH 

IMAGES
iv. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
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Wind in the sail
INS Vikrant is a milestone; the focus now must be

on a twin-engine deck based fighter
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India commissioned its first indigenously

designed and built aircraft carrier, INS Vikrant, and

joined a small group of countries which include

the U.S., the U.K., Russia, France and China, that

have the capability to design and build carriers

with a displacement of over 40,000 tonnes. What

India has demonstrated is the capacity to develop

a carrier although it has been operating these

ships for over 60 years. It took 17 years from the

time the steel was cut and around ₹20,000 crore to

make Vikrant a reality. Developing a viable

domestic defence industry has been a priority for

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and the new aircraft

carrier is a sign of India’s expanding

atmanirbharta or self-reliance in defence.
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The new vessel has 76% of indigenous content

overall but its critical technology has been imported,

pointing to the need for persistence. The carrier in

itself is an engineering marvel with an endurance of

7,500 nautical miles. It has around 2,200

compartments for a crew of around 1,600 that

include specialised cabins to accommodate women

officers and sailors, and a full-fledged speciality

medical facility. Several technological spinoffs from

the ship’s construction include the capacity to

manufacture warship grade steel, which India used

to import. Its commissioning gives India and its

emerging defence manufacturing sector the

confidence to aim and sail farther.
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The Indian Navy’s ambition is to have three

aircraft carriers — it already has INS

Vikramaditya procured from Russia — and it

has suggested that the expertise gained from

building Vikrant could now be used to build

a second, more capable, indigenous carrier.

INS Vikrant will be the wind in the sail for

India’s proactive maritime strategy in the

Indo Pacific and the Indian Ocean Region.
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HERCULEAN
(ADJECTIVE): (अत्यतं कठिन):

arduous

Synonyms: grueling , laborious

Antonyms: easy
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PATRONIZE
(VERB): (नीचा करना): look

down on

Synonyms: talk down to, put

down

Antonyms: friendly
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GALL
(VERB): (खिजाना): irritate

Synonyms: annoy, vex

Antonyms: mollify
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FIERY
(ADJECTIVE): (उत्साही):

passionate

Synonyms: impassioned,

ardent

Antonyms: bland
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Time for
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