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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iv. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
v. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
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India sends senior diplomats

to Kabul for talks with Taliban
Taliban urge India to reopen its Embassy
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India has sent a multi-member team of senior

diplomats to Afghanistan for the first time since the

Indian Embassy in Kabul was evacuated in August

2021 following the arrival of the Taliban at the Afghan

capital. During discussions with the Indian delegation

held, the Taliban urged India to reopen its Embassy

in Kabul, Suhail Shaheen, chief of the Taliban’s

political office told The Hindu.

The Indian team is being led by J.P. Singh, Joint

Secretary, Pakistan-Afghanistan-Iran division of the

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA). “Post 15th of

August, 2021, in the light of the deteriorating security

situation in Afghanistan, it was decided to bring back

all India-based personnel. However, local staff•

continued to function and ensure proper

maintenance and upkeep of our premises there.
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Our local staff•have also been helping in the

delivery of humanitarian assistance,” the MEA’s

official spokesperson Arindam Bagchi said.

Mr. Bagchi, however, said the visit did not amount

to granting diplomatic recognition to the Taliban

regime in Kabul. A delegation of Indian diplomats

visited the Indira Gandhi Children’s Hospital in

Kabul, which has distributed India-made COVID-19

vaccines in the recent past. The MEA said that more

foodgrains and medical shipments will be sent to

Afghanistan in the coming months. It was also

announced that India has sent one million doses of

COVID-19 vaccines to Iran for distribution among

Afghan refugees staying in Iran.
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The team also visited the Habibia High School,

which was renovated with assistance from the

Government of India, and the Chimtala Electricity

Sub-station, which was built by the Power Grid

Corporation of India for electricity supply to

Kabul. These initiatives were undertaken during

the two decades of non-Taliban rule in Kabul that

began in 2001 and ended with the flight of

President Ashraf Ghani from Kabul last August.

The Indian team included a woman official, which

is being interpreted as a subtle reminder to the

Taliban to ensure equitable treatment for women

in Afghanistan
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