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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY WITH 

IMAGES
iv. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
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Japan’s continuing struggle

with gender parity
Investing in women’s education and

health may have limited impact if it is a

society trapped in gender norms
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According to recent data, Japan recorded the lowest

total births in 2021 at just about 8,10,000. Japan also

ranked lowest among the developed countries in the

World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap Index

2022. The two statistics are connected by one factor

gender norms. Usually, we associate low gender

equality with poor developing countries. However,

gender inequality emanates from many sources, lack

of resources being one, gender norms being the

other. As a country transitions from developing to

developed, the former may be taken care of, the

latter is not guaranteed. With a target of transforming

India into a developed country by 2047, there are

some lessons we should learn from our eastern

friend, Japan, the world’s fourth largest economy.
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Developed, yet a low rank

Japan ranked abysmally low (at 116 out of 146

countries) in the Gender Gap Index 2022. This

makes Japan the worst performer amongst the G7

group, where most of the countries ranked between

10 and 27, barring Italy at 63. What explains this low

rank for a highly developed country? Japan has a

perfect score on gender equality in educational

attainment. In fact, 15 year old Japanese girls (and

boys) score higher than the Organisation for

Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)

average in scientific and mathematical literacy and

reading performance. Health and survival of women

including healthy life expectancy also stands near a

perfect score of 0.97.
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Japan’s overall low rank in the Gender Gap

Index stems from the low presence of women

in leadership roles and politics. It ranks below

130 when it comes to women in Parliament

and women as senior officials and managers.

Women hold a mere 10% of Japan’s

parliamentary seats (as of April 2022) as

compared to around 30% or more in the G7

countries. Japan has not had a female head

of the state in the past 50 years.
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SABOTAGE
(VERB) :(नकु़सान पहुंचाना):

wreck

Synonyms: vandalize,

destroy

Antonyms: strengthen
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COAX
(VERB): (फुसलाना):

persuade

Synonyms: wheedle,

cajole

Antonyms: dissuade
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COMPLACENCY
(NOUN): (शालीनता): smugness

Synonyms: self-satisfaction,

self-approval

Antonyms: dissatisfaction
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STRIFE
(NOUN): (झगडा): conflict

Synonyms: friction, discord

Antonyms: harmony
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Time for
SYNONYMS
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Time for
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