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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iv. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
v. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
vi. ENGLISH SPEAKING TIPS
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Railway track turned fatal for 25

elephants
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A total of 25 elephants that have been killed

since 1978 on the two rail lines that connect

Kerala and Tamil Nadu through the Walayar and

Madukkarai forest ranges had their fatal

encounter with moving trains late at night and

early morning, according to the details provided

by the Palakkad Division of Southern Railway.

As many as 23 elephants were knocked down

on the stretch from 1978 to March 15 this year.

Three elephants were killed on Friday, at 9 p.m.

This took the toll to 26. As many as 25 elephants

were killed between 9 p.m. and 7.10 a.m., the

data show. The time of the death of one

elephant was unknown.
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While 17 elephants were killed on the B line, nine

were killed on the A line.

The A line runs through the reserve forest for 17 km

between Chullimada and Madukkarai and the B line

passes through the reserve forest for 23 km

between Madukkarai and Kanjikode.

R. Pandiyaraja, a Tenkasi-based activist who

accesses details of elephant deaths on the two lines

under the Right to Information Act, said the Ministry

of Environment, Forest and Climate Change and the

Railways should take proactive steps to prevent

further fatalities.

“Immediate efforts should be made by the Railways

and Tamil Nadu’s Forest Department to save the

lives of elephants,” Mr. Pandiyaraja said.
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Official sources in the Palakkad Division

said the loco pilots who operate on the

stretch strictly follow the speed limits — 45

kmph from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m and 65 kmph at

other times — on the vulnerable stretch.
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Time for
Idioms & 
Phrases
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1. तमुने मझु ेअपनी समस्या क्यों नहीं बताई? मैं तमु्हारी सहायता कर सकता था.

Why didn't you tell me your problem? I could have helped you

Use of could have
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2. वह हमारा इतंजार कर सकता था.

He could have waited for us.

Use of could have
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3. वह तमु्हें कुछ पैसे उधार द ेसकता था.

He could have lent you some money.

Use of could have
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