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Murder in the sewer
Deaths during manual cleaning of sewage

are unacceptable
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All human lives are precious, but, in practice,

some are seen as less precious than others.

Despite the efforts of courts and governments,

law and enforcement have been unable to

keep a certain category of workers out of

harm’s way: those who are engaged in sewage

cleaning. While the job itself is dangerous, as

several other human pursuits are, sewage

cleaning involves working with human

excreta, and cannot be seen without invoking

the concept of dignity of labour. To allot the

task of removing excreta and cleaning sewers

to humans when machines are able to do the

work is a gross violation of rights.
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It is in this context that Tamil Nadu’s recent move to

notify the rules of the Prohibition of Employment as

Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013,

though belated, must be seen. While manual ‘scavenging’

is completely prohibited, the rules allow manual cleaning,

in specific conditions where mechanical equipment

cannot be deployed to fix the problem, or when it is

absolutely necessary to have human intervention, after

stating the valid reasons for allowing such a process to

take place. But, more importantly, it specifies a long list

of protective devices and gear that any person engaged

to clean a sewer or a septic tank must be provided,

including air line breathing apparatus, air line respirator,

air purifier gas mask, a device for artificial respiration,

mask and breathing apparatus.
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Besides this, chlorine masks, emergency medical

oxygen resuscitator kit, gas monitor for gases,

hydraulic devices, and first aid will have to be

provided by the employer. The list is not limited to

those devices mentioned. Regular maintenance of

the equipment and devices has also been

mandated by the rules. Naturally, all workers must

be fitted out in the safety gear before they enter

the sewer line.
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ASSUAGE
(VERB): (राहत दनेा): relieve

Synonyms: ease, alleviate

Antonyms: aggravate
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DISMAY
(NOUN): (त्रस्त करना): appall

Synonyms: horrify, shock

Antonyms: encourage
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HAIL
(VERB): (प्रशसंा करना):

acclaim

Synonyms: praise,

applaud

Antonyms: criticize
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JUBILATION
(NOUN): (खुशी): joy

Synonyms: triumph,

exultation

Antonyms: despondency
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Time for
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