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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iv. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
v. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
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Hard truths from the rubble of

communal conflagrations
Those who claim to be an alternative to

the right must have clarity about citizen’s

rights and duties of a public servant
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The spate of riots that erupted around the recently held

Ram Navami festival and Hanuman Jayanti in States

such as Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Bihar, West Bengal,

Rajasthan and in Delhi’s Jahangirpuri seem to be have

begun a new chapter in HinduMuslim violence. The last

time such a cycle of Hindu-Muslim violence erupted

simultaneously in so many States was after the Babri

Masjid demolition on December 6, 1992. While the

demolition of the Babri Masjid triggered riots in various

parts of India that year, no such singular tragic event

could be attributed to the current cycle of violence,

indicating a radical shift in not just inter-faith relations at

the societal level but also in Statecommunity relations. In

recent events, the demolition drive after the violence

saw, for example, the use of a bulldozer in Jahangirpuri;

the entrance of its local Jama Masjid was damaged.
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Thus, from the Babri Masjid’s destruction to the

demolition of a part of Jahangirpuri’s Jama Masjid this

year, it has been a full circle in the right’s approach to

the HinduMuslim issue. Between 1992 to 2022, the

Hindu right’s politics seems have etched the word

‘demolition’ in the journey of Muslim identity in modern

India. At the time of the Babri Masjid’s demolition in

1992, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-governed four

States: Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and

Himachal Pradesh; and these governments were

dismissed by the P.V. Narasimha Rao government of the

Congress after the demolition. Some commentators

who questioned these dismissals tried to justify the

secular credentials of these BJP governments by citing

the absence of riots in these States.
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In the present instance, the Supreme Court of India

has intervened, fortunately, and has made sharp

observations about the use of a bulldozer in

Jahangirpuri. But the point is that the use of the

bulldozer as a ‘solution’ to rioting has emerged as

standard practice in several BJP-governed States.

While Uttar Pradesh is the first State in India to use

the bulldozer as an extra-judicial weapon, other

States such as Madhya Pradesh (in the instance of

violence in Khargone) and Gujarat (in the violence in

Sabarkantha) too have justified it as the final

solution. Riots are not specific to India, and happen

even in developed countries, for example, race riots

in America. But in no other country does the state

deploy bulldozers as a solution.
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FURY  – Extreme Anger 
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