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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iv. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
v. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
vi. ENGLISH SPEAKING TIPS
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Regulation, not prohibition
The online skill gaming industry

hopes that a reform-oriented policy

structure will soon be in place
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The Karnataka High Court’s verdict on

February 14 declaring as unconstitutional

certain provisions of the Karnataka Police

(Amendment) Act, 2021, which prohibited and

criminalised the offering and playing of online

games, is the third significant judicial

validation for the sector in the last seven

months. This decision comes close on the

heels of verdicts by the Madras and Kerala

High Courts. All three High Courts have

reaffirmed the Supreme Court jurisprudence

that games of skill and games of chance

(gambling) are two distinct legal concepts of

constitutional significance, and that the former

are legitimate business activities protected

under our fundamental rights.
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The Stare Decisis goes back to the famous

Chamarbaugwala cases (The State Of Bombay v.

R.M.D. Chamarbaugwala and R.M.D.

Chamarbaugwalla v. The Union Of India),

wherein the apex court held that in any game, if

the element of skill is dominant over the element

of chance, it is a game of skill and cannot be

construed as gambling. Over the years, using

this standard, the Supreme Court and various

High Courts have held several games including

rummy, fantasy sports, bridge, chess and horse

racing to be games of skill. This position is also

reflected in the Gambling Acts of most State

governments, which often state: ‘Nothing in this

act shall apply to any game of mere skill’.
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However, a few years ago, southern States started

banning any game played for stakes, without

making a distinction between games of skill and

games of chance. Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil

Nadu, Kerala and more recently Karnataka came

with their respective embargoes. These decisions

were appealed against, and the High Courts in the

latter three States set aside the ban decisions as

unconstitutional. The matters are sub judice in

Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. Despite clear

precedents of the Supreme Court and the various

High Courts, why did these State governments issue

these bans? Now technology has progressed

significantly and most games are played online.
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Time for
Idioms & 
Phrases
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Time for
FILLERS
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9. She was.. ...surprised at the news 

because it was …….perplexing!

(1) much, very

(2) very, much 

(3) very, very

(4) Much

(5) very, too

Ans-(1)
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10. Sanjay is....... better today.

(1) fairly

(2) Rather

(3) very

(4) too

(5) Only

Ans-(1)
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