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ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iv. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
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‘Changes to marriage age will

contradict other laws’
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The amendments proposed to the anti-child

marriage law defines a child as someone under

the age of 21 and contradicts laws where the legal

age of competence is recognised as 18. This,

experts say, may criminalise young people.The

Prohibition of Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill,

2021, which seeks to raise the age of marriage for

women to 21, amends the definition of child to

mean “a male or female who has not completed

twenty-one years of age”. It overrides personal

laws of Hindus, Christians, Muslims and Parsis,

as well as the Special Marriage Act, 1954. The Lok

Sabha has referred this Bill to a Standing

Committee after MPs demanded a deeper

scrutiny and wider consultations.
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The 61st Constitution Amendment Act of 1988 defines the

voting age for elections to Parliament and the Legislative

Assemblies as 18.The Majority Act, 1875 defines the age of

majority as “the age of eighteen years and not before”,

and as 21 years if a guardian is appointed.Under the Indian

Contract Act, 1872 a person should have attained the age

of majority in order to be able to enter into a contract. The

law to punish sexual crimes against children, the

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act,

2012 too recognises a child as someone under the age of

18 years and thereby implies that the age of consent for

sex is also 18 years.The law that deals with juvenile

offenders (or children in conflict with law) and children

who need care and protection, that is, the Juvenile Justice

(Care and Protection) Act, 2015 does the same.
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“At one level, we say that the age to enter into

contracts and to vote is 18 years. We are

recognising that a person has the mental

capacity to make decisions that will affect her

life commercially or as a citizen, but at the

same time when it comes to her personal life,

she doesn’t have the right to make decisions.

The proposed law makes an artificial

distinction. By making marriages under 21

years invalid, we are criminalising those who

marry under this age and depriving them of

protections under law,” says Divya Balagopal,

senior advocate, Mundkur Law Partners.
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Time for
Synonyms & 
Antonyms
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Q6. Select the most appropriate synonym

of the given word.

Prevalent

1. Common

2. Size

3. Reject

4. meagre

Solution : 1. Common
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Q7. Select the most appropriate

synonym of the given word.

Extent

1. Range

2. Normal

3. Current

4. going

Solution : 1. range
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Q8. Select the most appropriate

ANTONYM of the given word.

Resolve

1. solve

2. Reject

3. Worthless

4. calculated

Solution : 2. Reject
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Q9. Select the most appropriate

ANTONYM of the given word.

Precious

1. Reach

2. Cheap

3. Abstain

4. popular

Solution : 2. Cheap
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Q10. select the one which is opposite in

meaning of the given word.

Jubilant

1) Happy

2) Excited

3) Celebrating

4) Sorrowful

Answer: Sorrowful
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