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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iv. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
v. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
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Dangerous deceptions
Demolition drive betrays use of state machinery

to harass
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The bulldozer has now emerged as a dominant symbol of

state-backed intimidation in the country. After Khargone in

Madhya Pradesh, Jahangirpuri in Delhi has seen the use of

demolition of shops and houses seemingly as a punitive

measure in the wake of a riot that followed a provocative

religious procession. The Jahangirpuri demolitions, halted

by an order of status quo passed by the Supreme Court,

one which had to be reiterated as the drive went on for

more than an hour after the order, represent an egregious

violation of the rule of law. Even though described as part

of a demolition process that had begun a few months ago,

and done after prior notice, few would believe that the

drive in Jahangirpuri had anything to do with

‘encroachment’, coming as it does in the wake of

communal disturbances and in the middle of Ramzan.
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By intervening in time, the Court may have halted what

could have been a series of demolitions of small

businesses and households belonging to some of the

poorest residents of the capital. CPI(M) leader Brinda

Karat, who was present at the site, has highlighted the

continuance of the demolition even after the court order

was made known to the authorities. The Supreme Court

should deal with this contumacious behaviour as part of

the ongoing proceedings, in which its main concern, of

course, ought to be to push back against the dangerously

divisive and partisan manner in which authorities are

responding to law and order issues. There are aspects to

the controversy that betray an emerging pattern of the

use of state machinery to inflict misery.
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Time for
Idioms & 
Phrases
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