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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iv. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
v. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
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Mahinda for clipping President’s

powers
He moots restoring 19th Amendment

empowering PM
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Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa proposed

restoring a legislation that clips the President’s executive

powers, and in turn empowers the Prime Minister and

Parliament, as a “short-term” solution to the country’s

crippling economic crisis. The move comes at a time

when President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and PM Mahinda

face unprecedented public anger and criticism, seen in

the incessant citizens’ protests in the capital Colombo

and across the country. The demonstrators want the

ruling brothers to resign, taking responsibility for the

meltdown that has resulted in a severe shortage of

essentials and steep price rise. While the pressure led to

mass Cabinet resignations earlier this month, the

President and Prime Minister remain in office.
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Addressing the Parliament’s first session after the

New Year break in Sri Lanka, Mr. Mahinda sought

implementation of the 19th Amendment with

“necessary and timely amendments”, as part of a

solution based on a “solid economic, political, and

social foundation.” His proposal signals a potential

shift in the power centre within the ruling camp, with

Mr. Mahinda attempting to regain control by

overturning the 20th Amendment. The 2020

legislation passed by the Gotabaya administration

reduced the Prime Minister’s role to a ceremonial

one, while granting sweeping powers and

heightened immunity to the President’s office.
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The development also coincides with the Opposition’s

call to abolish the country’s Executive Presidency.

Government sources told The Hindu that Mr. Mahinda is

expected to put forward a Cabinet paper on restoring

the 19th Amendment early next week, when the newly

appointed Cabinet meets for the first time. He would

need a Cabinet nod to table the relevant Bill in

Parliament.

Protester shot dead

As protests continued, Sri Lankan police shot dead one

man and wounded around a dozen other protesters in

what the police termed a clash in Rambukkana, about

50 km northeast of Colombo, officials said. Kegalle

district hospital authorities told the media that one

injured man had died of bullet injuries.
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Time for
Idioms & 
Phrases
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