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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iv. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
v. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
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India’s vulnerability to drought
What does the recent Drought in Numbers report

tell us? How is the United Nations planning to

combat the effects of such dry spells?
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The story so far: A United Nations report has revealed that

many parts of India fall under the list of regions that are

vulnerable to drought globally. The report also stated that

India’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) reduced by 2 to 5%

between 1998 and 2017 due to severe droughts in the

country. Globally, droughts in the same period caused

economic losses of approximately $124 billion. These and

other global findings centred on drought were collated in

the Drought in Numbers, 2022 report presented by the

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification

(UNCCD).

What is the Drought in Numbers report?

The Drought in Numbers report is a collection of data on

the effects of droughts on our ecosystem and how they

can be mitigated through efficient planning for the future.
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The number and duration of droughts around the world

has increased by an alarming 29% since 2000. UNCCD

Executive Secretary Ibrahim Thiaw said that there has

been “an upward trajectory in the duration of droughts and

the severity of impacts, not only affecting human societies

but also the ecological systems upon which the survival of

all life depends, including that of our own species,”.

What is COP15?

UNCCD’s COP15 focuses on desertification, land

degradation, and drought, with the theme for the

conference being “Land. Life. Legacy: From scarcity to

prosperity.” The conference has brought together

government representatives, private sector members, and

civil society stakeholders to ensure that land continues to

benefit present and future generations.
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What are the environmental aspects?

According to the report, if predictions are correct

and global warming reaches 3°C by 2100, drought

losses could be five times higher than today’s

levels. The largest increase in drought losses is

projected in the Mediterranean and the Atlantic

regions of Europe. About three billion animals were

killed or displaced in the Australian wildfires. On a

related note, 84% of all terrestrial ecosystems are

threatened by changing and intensifying wildfires.

According to a 2017 report by the Food and

Agriculture Organisation, the percentage of plants

affected by drought has more than doubled in the

last 40 years. Around 12 million hectares of land are

lost each year due to drought and desertification.
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