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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. VOCABULARY FROM ARTICLE
iv. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
v. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

E10056

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E10056

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE :

GRAMMAR SKILL - 1

Farther means more distant or

advanced; further means

additional.
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GRAMMAR SKILL - 2

When two qualities of the same person

or thing are compared , the

Comparative in- er is not used. 'More' is

used for this purpose.
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India can criticise Russia’s Ukraine invasion
It is possible for the Government to express its criticism

while maintaining an independent stand on unilateral

sanctions
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Just four years ago, in June 2018, then United States

President Donald Trump sent his Ambassador to the

United Nations, Nikki Haley, on a sensitive mission to

New Delhi. Ms. Haley, who was to meet Prime

Minister Narendra Modi to convince the Government

to drop its oil imports from Iran or face U.S.

sanctions, and said that India must “rethink its ties”,

was probably chosen because she was a diplomat

and also an Indian-American which had a certain

appeal in India. A day later, India’s petroleum ministry

asked refiners to cut imports from Iran. Within a few

months, when the American deadline expired, the

Government announced that it had “zeroed out” its

imports of oil from Iran, once India’s preferred choice

and its third biggest supplier of crude.
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‘Appeals’ and India’s reaction

Now, in 2022, the U.S. pressure on India to cut its oil

imports from Russia has been much less subtle.

The appeal to “zero out” oil purchases from Russia,

and not accelerate them, has come from the highest

quarters: these include U.S. President Joe Biden to

Mr. Modi during a virtual summit;U.S. Secretary of

State Antony Blinken during the “2+2” ministerial

meeting in Washington last week, and from another

Indian-American emissary, Deputy National Security

Adviser for International Economics Daleep Singh,

who, while he was on a visit to Delhi, spoke of

“consequences” for creating payment mechanisms

around sanctions against Russia.
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The pressure is likely to increase in the coming

weeks, with more engagements planned by Mr.

Modi with European leaders — the British Prime

Minister Boris Johnson will arrive in India this

week, and Mr. Modi is expected to travel to

Germany and France for bilateral meetings and

to Denmark for a summit with Nordic countries.

Thus far, nearly two months into Russia’s war

with Ukraine, New Delhi’s position has been to

push back: External Affairs Minister S.

Jaishankar said in February that India does not

recognise unilateral sanctions (only the ones

mandated by the United Nations), followed by

some tough talking in Washington last week.
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This includes the fact that after 12 occasions of votes at the

UN, India continues to abstain on resolutions critical of

Russia’s invasion and the daily bombardment of civilians.

Despite talks with leaders from the U.S., Japan and

Australia, each of whom criticised Russia in their summit

remarks, India’s Ministry of External Affairs has not allowed

any direct mention of Russia in the respective joint

statements. In March and April, India has bought more

Russian oil, at a discount, than it did in all of 2021, and is

now accelerating coal imports as well. While deliveries of

the Russian S-400 missile defence system may be delayed

by the war, New Delhi is not putting its defence deals with

Moscow on hold. Russian bank officials have held

meetings with the Reserve Bank of India in Mumbai for

technical talks on the rupee-rouble payment mechanism to

be used for purchases that circumvent sanctions.
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Time for
SYNONYMS
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Time for
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