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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iv. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
v. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
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Tackling the plastic problem
The UN Environment Assembly meet could

finalize a way forward for global cooperation in

reducing plastic consumption
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A report released by the United Nations Environment

Programme (UNEP) last year estimated that emissions of

plastic waste into the aquatic ecosystems may triple by

2040 if no meaningful action is taken. Thus, the UN

Environment Assembly meeting in February-March 2022

may finalize a way forward for global cooperation in this

regard. Plastic products in the form of bags, bottles, etc. are

convenient, but take a very long time to decompose.

Increasing global consumption and low participation in

recycling programmes have led to more plastic waste. We

need to analyse the social costs of plastic consumption,

which is mainly the loss of marine life. This affects the

livelihoods of a major chunk of population dependent on

marine life. Marine fisheries and wildlife are mainly harmed

due to plastics. Thus, the size of harm is alarming.
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Plastics represent an example of a consumption externality,

which involves many people, rather than a production

externality, which involves one or multiple firms.

Consumption externality is more challenging to address, as

it is difficult to differentiate the behaviour of consumers.

Imposing the cost of the harm on all consumers may not

yield efficient solutions. As the number of consumers is

high, the cost of controlling them is also high. A number of

regions across the world have banned plastic bags. This

approach promotes a sustainable environment, saves

marine and wildlife ecosystems, and restores soil quality.

But it also causes inconvenience for consumers, increases

substitution cost, and creates unemployment shocks as it

affects the production of plastics, leading to less economic

activity, less income generation and finally less employment.
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Comprehensive policy measures against plastics may

generally involve three complementary activities: the

removal of existing taxes and subsidies that have a

negative environmental impact, taking into account the

different types or grades of plastics, and restructuring

existing taxes in an environmentally friendly manner.

There are some other suggestions too, which may be

creative as also effective policy solutions to reduce the

amount of plastic consumption. Those include promoting

multiple use of plastics through better waste

management, educating the public on the harmful use of

plastics, providing subsidy for research and development

activity for substitute development, appropriate disposal

mechanisms and waste management and use of waste

for constructive usage like roads.
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Idioms & 
Phrases
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