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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iv. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
v. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
vi. ENGLISH SPEAKING TIPS
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Just what the doctor ordered

for the livestock farmer
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The twentieth livestock census indicated that India today

has a livestock population of approximately 537 million;

of this, 95.8% is concentrated in rural areas. Given the

fact that most of the country’s livestock is in rural and

remote areas, access to veterinary services is a major

challenge. Livestock farmers are often compelled to

travel far from their villages whenever their animals need

treatment — a scenario that adversely impacts the

longevity and the productivity of their livestock.

To mitigate this problem, the Government has identified

a slew of measures within the revised provisions of the

Livestock Health and Disease Control (LH&DC)

programme; here, a major focus has been on the

‘Establishment and Strengthening of Veterinary Services

– Mobile Veterinary Units (MVUs)’.
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The Parliamentary Standing Committee of the Union

Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying has

observed that inadequate testing and treatment facilities

for veterinary diseases pose a major challenge, especially

now where there is a drastic rise in cases of zoonotic

diseases. Most villages in the country lack testing facilities,

and even when samples are collected, they need to be sent

to blocks/districts nearby for test results. So, MVUs can

play a major role in plugging the gap in this regard.

Milk loss

As approximately 70% of India’s milk supply is sourced

from farmers who own less than five animals, losses due to

diseases amount to a milk loss of approximately 10 litres

per day per farm (this translates into approximately ₹•300-

₹•350 per day.
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So for most farmers, death of or disease in

livestock could mean the difference between

sustenance and starvation. The animal health

issue is compounded by the growing presence of

salesmen of drug distributors in rural

communities. MVUs have been successfully

running either on hire or on State ownership

basis in several States (Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat,

Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Telangana, West

Bengal, etc.) with positive results and increased

outreach, especially in geographically difficult

terrains. The main thrust for the near future will

be on focused upgradation of veterinary

healthcare services, disease surveillance and

training (CVE), and disease reporting in real time.
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Time for
IDIOMS
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Time for
Spelling 
Errors
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Use of after

1) Do you believe in the life after death?

क्या मृत्यु के बाद के जीवन पर तुम्हारा ववश्वास 

है?

2) After marriage, he became poor.

वववाह के बाद वह वनर्धन हो गया.

3) Who was running after you?

तुम्हारे पीछे कौन दौड़ रहा था?

4) He was asking after you.

वह तुम्हारे बारे में पूछ रहा था.
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