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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iv. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
v. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
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‘Delhi’s PM2.5 levels worst in the world
Kolkata placed second; study says Indian cities

witness high PM emissions, but low NO2 emissions
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A global analysis of air quality found that Indian cities,

while recording particulate matter emissions (PM2.5) that

are among the highest in the world, do relatively better on

nitrogen dioxide (NO2) emissions. The report, Air Quality

and Health in Cities, released by U.S.based Health Effects

Institute, analyses pollution and global health effects for

more than 7,000 cities around the world, focusing on two

of the most harmful pollutants fine particulate matter

(PM2.5) and nitrogen dioxide (NO2). The report, using data

from 2010 to 2019, found that global patterns for

exposures to the two key air pollutants were “strikingly

different.” While exposures to PM2.5 pollution tend to be

higher in cities located in low and middle income

countries, exposure to NO2 is high across cities in high-

income as well as low and middle income countries.
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Delhi and Kolkata were ranked first and second in the list

of top 10 most polluted cities when PM2.5 levels were

compared, with Delhi and Kolkata reporting an average

annual exposure of (relative to population) of 110 ug/m3

and 84 ug/m3 respectively. ug/m3 refers to microgram

per cubic metre. However no Indian city appeared in the

list of top 10 – or even top 20 polluted cities when N02

levels were compared. This list saw Shanghai at the top

with an average annual exposure of 41 ug/m3. Average

NO2 levels for Delhi, Kolkata and Mumbai, according to

the report, ranged from 2030 ug/m3. NO2 comes mainly

from the burning of fuels in older vehicles, power plants,

industrial facilities and residential cooking and heating.

As city residents tend to live closer to busy roads with

dense traffic, they are often exposed to higher NO2

pollution than residents of rural areas.
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PERSPICACIOUS
(ADJECTIVE): (तीक्ष्ण-बदु्धि)

:Observant, perceptive

Synonyms: alert, aware

Antonyms: ignorant, unobservant
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DRACONIAN
(ADJECTIVE): (कठोर) :Harsh

Synonyms: cruel, oppressive

Antonyms: easy, gentle
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PILLAGE
(VERB): (लूटना) :Plunder, destroy

Synonyms: ravage, ransack

Antonyms: protect, construct
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FLOUT
(VERB): (अवज्ञा करना) :Show

contempt for

Synonyms: defy, disregard

Antonyms: honour, praise
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Time for
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