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CONCILIATION
(NOUN): (श ांति): appeasement

Synonyms: peacemaking, 

peacebuilding

Antonyms: provocation
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ALARMING
(ADJECTIVE): (डर वन ): 

worrying

Synonyms: disturbing, 

frightening

Antonyms: reassuring
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SHRUG
(VERB): (उपेक्ष ): disregard

Synonyms: dismiss, take no 

notice of

Antonyms: heed
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STALL
(VERB): (ब ध  ड लन ): 

obstruct

Synonyms: impede, hinder

Antonyms: facilitate
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Rise in unvaccinated children in India
Their number doubled to over two million

owing to pandemic, says data published by

WHO, UNICEF
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The number of children in India who were

unvaccinated or missed their first dose of diphtheria

tetanus pertussis (DTP) combined vaccine doubled

due to the pandemic, rising from 1.4 million in 2019

to 2.7 million in 2021, as the world recorded the

largest sustained decline in childhood vaccinations

in approximately 30 years, according to official data

published by the WHO and UNICEF.

The increase in zero dose, or those who missed their

first dose of diphtheria tetanus pertussis, between

2019 and 2021 is the “first time ever there has been a

decline in evaluated coverage in immunisation for

India as a whole,” Dr. Mainak Chatterjee, Health

Specialist at UNICEF India, told The Hindu.
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Though immunization coverage continues to

decline the world over, India was able to arrest the

trend between 2020 and 2021. The number of

children with zero dose rose sharply to three million

in 2020. But a further backsliding was prevented

and the number dropped to 2.7 million in 2021 due

to catchup programmes such as the third

Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI), notes the

WHO UNICEF report. Nearly 25 million children are

born every year in India. Until the pandemic, India

steadily improved immunization coverage from 43%

during the National Family Health Survey (NFHS) 3

(2005-2006), to 62% in the NFHS 4 between 2015

and 2016 and the NFHS 5 between 2019 and 2021.
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India started the fourth round of IMI from

February, which is expected to further reduce

the number of unvaccinated children in the

next round of WHO and UNICEF estimates of

national immunization coverage in 2023, adds

Dr. Chatterjee. Annually, India vaccinates

more than 30 million pregnant women and 27

million children through the Universal

Immunization Programme.
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