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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iv. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
v. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
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Fuel to fire
The focus must be on Russia ending the

war and not on expanding NATO
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Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24 apparently to

stop NATO’s further expansion into its neighbourhood.

But in less than three months, the same invasion has

pushed two countries in that neighbourhood to

consider NATO membership. Last week, the Prime

Minister and President of Finland, which has stayed

neutral since the end of the Second World War, said

they hoped their country would apply for NATO

membership “without delay”. Sweden, which has stayed

out of military alliances for 200 years, stated that NATO

membership would strengthen its national security and

stability in the Baltic and Nordic regions. If these two

countries now formally apply for membership, it would

be the biggest strategic setback for Russian President

Vladimir Putin whose most important foreign policy

focus has been on weakening NATO.
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Particularly alarming for Russia is the case of Finland,

with which it has a hostile past. Stalin invaded Finland in

1939 demanding more territories. Though the Red Army

struggled in the initial phase of the war, it forced Finland

to sign the Moscow Peace Treaty, ceding some 9% of its

territory. But a year later, the Finns, in an alliance with the

German Nazis, attacked the Soviet troops. Peace was

established along the 1,340-km Finnish-Russian border

after the Nazis were defeated in the Second World War.

Now, Ukraine appears to have deepened the security

concerns of Finland and Sweden. It is still not clear

whether these countries would be inducted into NATO

any time soon. Within the alliance, decisions are taken

unanimously. Turkey has already expressed its

opposition to taking the Nordic countries in.
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While the U.S. and the U.K. are pushing for

NATO’s expansion, Germany and France have

taken a more cautious line. Normatively speaking,

Finland and Sweden are sovereign countries and

free to take decisions on joining any alliance. It is

up to NATO to decide whether they should be

taken in or not. But a bigger question these

countries as well as Europe as a whole face is

whether another round of expansion of NATO

would help bring in peace and stability in Europe,

particularly at a time when the continent is facing

a pre-First World War-type security competition.
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पस्त

थक कर चूर होना

SYNONYMS

Hankered, 

bickered

knocked

ANTONYMS

Fresh, fixed
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clever

SYNONYMS

Clever, cunning

ANTONYMS

Dull , fool
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