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Taliban mark turbulent first

year in power
While the group’s fighters celebrate

‘victory’, ordinary Afghans, particularly

women, face hardships
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Taliban fighters chanted victory slogans next

to the U.S. Embassy in Kabul as they marked

the first anniversary of their return to power

in Afghanistan following a turbulent year that

saw women’s rights crushed and a

humanitarian crisis worsen. Exactly a year

ago, the hardline Islamists captured Kabul

after a nationwide lightning offensive against

government forces just as U.S. led troops

were ending two decades of intervention in a

conflicts that cost tens of thousands of lives.

“This great victory came after countless

sacrifices and hardships,” Abdul Ghani

Baradar, Deputy Prime Minister and co-

founder of the Taliban, said on Twitter
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“On this day... the Islamic Emirate brought the

world’s superpower and its allies to their knees

and Afghans gained their independence,”

added Mr. Baradar, who in 2020 signed a deal

with Washington offering security guarantees

in return for the withdrawal of foreign forces.

The last American troops left on August 31,

ending a chaotic evacuation of tens of

thousands of Afghans who had rushed to

Kabul’s airport in the hope of boarding a flight

out of the country. Images of crowds storming

the airport, climbing a top aircraft and some

clinging to a departing U.S. military cargo plane

aired on news bulletins around the world.
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However, for many ordinary Afghans —

particularly women — the return of the

Taliban has only increased hardships, with

aid agencies saying that half the country’s

38 million people face extreme poverty.

Many restrictions have been imposed on

women. Tens of thousands of girls have

been shut out of secondary schools, while

women have been barred from returning to

many government jobs. And in May, they

were ordered to fully cover up in public,

including their faces, ideally with a burqa.
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CESSATION
(NOUN): (ठहराव): abeyance

Synonyms: breather,

discontinuance

Antonyms: activity, continuity
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OMINOUS
(ADJECTIVE): (अमगंल):

threatening

Synonyms: menacing, baleful

Antonyms: promising
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CANDOR
(NOUN): (निष्कपटता): frankness

Synonyms: directness,

fairness

Antonyms: dishonesty,

unfairness
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DEARTH
(NOUN): (दलुलभता): lack

Synonyms: scarcity, shortage

Antonyms: abundance
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