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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iv. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
v. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
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India’s role in a disordered world
New Delhi can play an important role in

shaping a new, more democratic, world order
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Western nations want to throw Russia out of the G-20.

China has opposed them. India will be chair of the G-20

from December 1, 2022. The world is greatly disordered.

What should India stand for? Institutions of global

governance have failed to unite the world. Summit after

summit has produced mostly hot air in trying to resolve

the global climate crisis. Vaccines were hoarded by rich

countries in the COVID-19 pandemic: poor countries

starved. The World Trade Organization (WTO) was already

in the intensive care unit before the novel coronavirus

pandemic, with rich and poor countries unable to agree

on equitable rules, when COVID-19 froze global supply

chains. The war in Ukraine in February 2022 has put the

final nail in the coffin of the boundary-less global

economy that seemed to be emerging with the fall of the

Berlin Wall and the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991.
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Millions of civilians died in the Second World War. European

cities were razed by carpet bombing. The war ended with

two nuclear bombs to terrorise the Japanese government

into submission, erasing two Japanese cities and killing

thousands of civilians. Never again, the victors vowed. New

institutions for global governance were established — the

United Nations and the General Agreement on Tariffs and

Trade (GATT), and the World Bank and the International

Monetary Fund (IMF) to provide finance to build the

economies of all countries to eliminate poverty. However,

the victors retained their veto power within the United

Nations Security Council to determine when force can be

used to keep the world in order, and to prevent the

proliferation of nuclear power outside their small circle

because they could not trust other countries to use it wisely!

They also control the World Bank, the IMF, and the WTO.
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The UN General Assembly meets every year now

193 nations strong. It passes many resolutions to

address global problems — hunger, poverty,

women’s rights, terrorism, climate change, etc.

However, “might is right”: members of the Security

Council retain their right to deny the democratic

will of the Assembly when it does not suit them.

Global governance is not democratic. If the leader

of any member country overrules resolutions of its

own parliament, he would be branded an

undemocratic dictator. Armed interventions and

sanctions imposed on countries, authorised by the

Security Council to restore democracy in other

countries, make a mockery of global democracy.
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Time for
Idioms & 
Phrases
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