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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iv. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
v. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
vi. ENGLISH SPEAKING TIPS
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Control rather than privacy
The Joint Committee report on the

Personal Data Protection Bill has raised

more questions than it has solved
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In India, where the personal data of citizens are at

the mercy of companies and government and

where is no privacy law, the Puttaswamy

judgment and the Justice B.N. Srikrishna

committee report that led to the Personal Data

Protection Bill of 2019 came as a ray of hope. But

the Joint Committee report on the Bill has failed to

provide a robust draft legislation ensuring the

privacy of citizens. Instead, it has carved out an

architecture for a surveillance state.

Under the Constitution, fundamental rights are

enforced against the state and its

instrumentalities and not against private bodies.

The Puttaswamy judgment held that the right to

privacy is a fundamental right.
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However, the report has divided the digital world

into two domains — government and private — and

is based on the presumption that the question of

right to privacy emerges only where operations and

activities of private entities are concerned. Clause

12 of the Bill provides exemptions for the

government and government agencies and Clause

35 exempts government agencies from the entire

Act itself. Clause 12, which says personal data can

be processed without consent for the performance

of any function of the state, is an umbrella clause

that does not specify which ministries or

departments will be covered. Further, the Bill says,

“harm includes any observation or surveillance that

is not reasonably expected by the data principal”
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This means if you install any software in your

computer and the software violates the principle of

privacy and data get leaked, the complaint of the

data principal will not be legally tenable as the

defence will be that ‘once you have installed the

software, you should have reasonably expected this

level of surveillance’. The government can use these

provisions as a means of control and surveillance.

The report has raised more questions than it has

solved.The Bill is more about surveillance and

control than privacy. At the time of passage of the

Bill, loopholes must be plugged so that India can

have a robust data protection law.
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Time for
IDIOMS
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USE OF GERUND

1. मुझे अकेला रहना अच्छा नहीं लगता.

I don't like living alone.
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USE OF GERUND

2. मुझे चलना बहुत पसदं है.

I love walking
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USE OF GERUND

3. हम हर शननवार को खरीदारी करने के नलये जाते 

हैं.

We go shopping every Saturday.
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