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i. GRAMMAR SKILLS
ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iv. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
v. LEARNING VOCAB WITH IMAGES
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India’s judiciary and the slackening

cog of trust
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Centrality of justice in human lives is summed up in a

few words by the Greek philosopher, Aristotle: “It is in

justice that the ordering of society is centered.” Yet, a

vast majority of countries have highly corrupt

judiciaries. Judicial corruption takes two forms: political

interference in the judicial process by the legislative or

executive branch, and bribery. Despite accumulation of

evidence on corrupt practices, the pressure to rule in

favour of political interests remains intense. And for

judges who refuse to comply, political retaliation can be

swift and harsh. Bribery can occur throughout the chain

of the judicial process: judges may accept bribes to

delay or accelerate verdicts, accept or deny appeals, or

simply to decide a case in a certain way. Court officials

take bribes for free services; and lawyers charge

additional “fees” to expedite or delay cases.
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According to Transparency International (TI 2011),

45% of people who had come in contact with the

judiciary between July 2009 and July 2010 had paid

a bribe to the judiciary. The most common reason

for paying the bribes was to “speed things up”.

There were “fixed” rates for a quick divorce, bail,

and other procedures (Banerjee, 2012). The Asian

Human Rights Commission (AHRC) (April 2013)

estimates that for every ₹•2 in official court fees, at

least ₹•1,000 is spent in bribes in bringing a petition

to the court. Freedom House’s ‘Freedom in the

World 2016 report for India’ states that “the lower

levels of the judiciary in particular have been rife

with corruption” (Freedom House 2016).
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According to the National Judicial Data Grid, as

of April 12, 2017, there are 24,186,566 pending

cases in India’s district courts, of which

2,317,448 (9.58%) have been pending for over 10

years, and 3,975,717 (16.44%) have been

pending for between five and 10 years. As of

December 31, 2015, there were 4,432 vacancies

in the posts of [subordinate court] judicial

officers, representing about 22% of the

sanctioned strength. In the case of the High

Courts, 458 of the 1,079 posts, representing 42%

of the sanctioned strength, were vacant as of

June 2016. Thus, severe backlogging and

understaffing persisted, as also archaic and

complex procedures of delivery of justice.
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Meaning - to return to the

planning stage, so that a

failed project can be

planned again.
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