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ii. ARTICLE ANALYSIS
iii. THE HINDU VOCABULARY 
iv. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
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Step up agri-spending, boost

farm incomes
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While the overall budgetary allocation towards

the agricultural sector has marginally increased

by 4.4% in the Union Budget 2022-23, the rate

of increase is lower than the current inflation

rate of 5.5%-6%. The Food and Agriculture

Organization (FAO) of the United Nations (UN)

report for 2001 to 2019 shows that, globally,

India is among the top 10 countries in terms of

government spending in agriculture,

constituting a share of around 7.3% of its total

government expenditure. However, India lags

behind several low-income countries such as

Malawi (18%), Mali (12.4%), Bhutan (12%), Nepal

(8%), as well as upper middle-income countries

such as Guyana (10.3%) and China (9.6%).
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The picture changes and rather looks disappointing when we

look at the Agriculture Orientation Index (AOI) — an index

which was developed as part of the Goal 2 (Zero Hunger) of

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in 2015. The

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 2 emphasizes an

increase in investment in rural infrastructure, agricultural

research and extension services, development of technology

to enhance agricultural productivity and eradication of poverty

in middle- and lower-income countries. The AOI is calculated

by dividing the agriculture share of government expenditure

by the agriculture value added share of GDP. In other words, it

measures the ratio between government spending towards the

agricultural sector and the sector’s contribution to GDP.

India’s index is one of the lowest, reflecting that the spending

towards the agricultural sector is not commensurate with the

sector’s contribution towards GDP.
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The intensification in government spending

towards the agricultural sector is the key to attain

the sustainable development goals of higher

agricultural growth and farm income. The focus

on development of irrigation facilities, urban

infrastructure and development of national

highways must be complemented with an

emphasis on the development of rural

infrastructure and rural transportation facilities,

along with an increase in the number of markets,

as suggested by the National Commission on

Farmers. These measures will play a crucial role

in enhancing farmers’ access to markets and

integrating small and marginal farmers into the

agricultural supply chain to a greater extent.
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Q7. She has no other hobby but that of

collecting coins.

1. not other hobbies but

2. No substitution

3. no another hobby but

4. no other hobby than

4. no other hobby than

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE :

Q8. It would be wise to accept the

company's offer lest you should regret

later.

1. lest you shall not regret

2. lest you should not regret

3. lest you would regret

4. No substitution

Solution : 4. No substitution
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Q9. His employees were asking him for a

raise for a long time now.

1. asked him for a rise

2. No substitution

3. are asking him of a raise

4. have been asking him for a raise

Solution : 4. have been asking him for a

raise
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Q10. This is one of the boldest economic

reform that have ever been introduced.

1. economic reforms that has ever

2. economic reform that has ever

3. economic reforms that have ever

4. No substitution

Solution : 3. economic reforms that have ever
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