




Which of the following words is most similar in meaning 

as BEMUSED?

1. Unambiguous

2. Lucid

3. Unequivocal

4. None of the above

5. A,B,C

HOMEWORK





Good morning





VOCABULARY

DISPORT

Meaning : Form of entertainment

Synonyms : Play , Amusement

Antonyms : Boredom

Sentence : At that season the males 

assemble, in numbers varying from 

twelve to twenty, on certain trees, and 

there disport themselves, so as to 

display their magnificent plumes in 

presence of the females.



VOCABULARY

ANTITHESIS

Meaning : Exact opposite

Synonyms : Contradictory , Converse

Antonyms : Same , Similarity

Sentence : My sister is the antithesis 

of my brother - my sister is cheerful 

and enthusiastic while my brother is 

serious and disciplined.



VOCABULARY

VITRIOLIC

Meaning : Bitter , Full of hatred

Synonyms : Antagonistic , Caustic

Antonyms : Kind , Nice

Sentence : The debate between the 

two was heated and vitriolic and thus 

they attracted the attention of 

everyone in the park.



VOCABULARY

COMPENDIUM

Meaning : Abridgement

Synonyms : Brief , Abstract

Antonyms : Lengthy , Wordy

Sentence : A yearbook often contains 

the compendium of interesting and 

fun stories about the members of the 

graduating class.



VOCABULARY

IRASCIBLE

Meaning : Crabby , Made angry 

easily

Synonyms : Cranky , Feisty

Antonyms : Pleasant , Cheerful

Sentence : He was a little quick 

tempered and irascible and people 

were apt to think him cross and 

crabbed, but he had a kind heart.



VOCABULARY

CONSTRUE

Meaning : Deduce ; Explain

Synonyms : Define , Translate

Antonyms : Misunderstand , Confuse

Sentence : The law has always been 

construed as permitting the 

behaviour for which the neighbour

has been arrested.



VOCABULARY

ACRID

Meaning : Bitter , Sour to taste

Synonyms : Pungent , Stinging

Antonyms : Savory , Delicious

Sentence : Long after the forest fire 

had been put out, I could sense the 

acrid sting of smoke in my nostrils.



VOCABULARY

CHEAPSKATE

Meaning : Miser OR Stingy person

Synonyms : Scrooge , Penny pincher

Antonyms : Spendthrift

Sentence : A cheapskate who lived 

like a pauper, she was reputedly the 

wealthiest woman in America at the 

time of her death



The Battle of Rorke’s Drift took place in South Africa on 22.01.1879 and is (1) 

_______ (Celebrated) as one of the world’s most remarkable military 

engagements. It was to be (2) _________ (Praise) in 1964 with the release of the 

film Zulu, giving Michael Caine his first major screen role.

Britain was (3) __________ (Skeptical) on expanding its territory and influence 

in South Africa in the 1870s and had declared war on the Kingdom of Zululand. 

Rorke’s Drift was a mission station near the border between the British colony 

of Natal and the Zulu Kingdom and had been occupied by British troops. When 

the battle began, though, only 139 soldiers were (4) _____________ (Ejected) 

there. They had no idea what lay in store. At 4.20pm on January 22, 1879 a 

force of 4,000 Zulu warriors began to lay (5) __________ (Siege) to the station. 

Their intermittent attacks were to last for almost twelve hours.



Fortunately for the British, although some of the Zulus had old muskets and (6) 

___(Operative) rifles, most were armed only with a short spear called an assegai 

and a shield made of cowhide. So in weaponry, they were no match for the highly 

(7) ___(Enthusiastic) soldiers with their (then) sophisticated rifles and firepower. 

But the manpower advantage lay massively in favor of the Zulus. By 4am, after 

nearly 12 hours (8) __ (attractive) wave after wave of attacks involving hand-to-

hand combat, a number of British soldiers lay dead. Most of the others were 

exhausted, rapidly running out of ammunition, and probably in no condition to 

(9) ___(Assist) another assault. But they didn’t have to. As dawn broke they saw 

that the Zulus were gone, leaving behind a battleground littered with the dead 

and dying. According to American military historian Victor Davis Hanson: “In 

the long annals of military history it is difficult to find anything quite like 

Rorke’s Drift, where a (10) ___ (Liberate) force, outnumbered forty to one, 

survived and killed twenty men for every defender lost.”



The Battle of Rorke’s Drift took place in South Africa on 22.01.1879 and is (1) 

_______ (Celebrated) as one of the world’s most remarkable military 

engagements. It was to be (2) _________ (Praise) in 1964 with the release of the 

film Zulu, giving Michael Caine his first major screen role.

Britain was (3) __________ (Skeptical) on expanding its territory and influence 

in South Africa in the 1870s and had declared war on the Kingdom of Zululand. 

BLANK NO. 1

1. Overlooked

2. Recapturing

3. Neglected

4. Remembered

5. No Correction 

Required

BLANK NO. 2

1. Dishonored

2. Commemorated

3. Celebrating

4. Memorialize

5. No Correction 

Required

BLANK NO. 3

1. Hesitant

2. Engrossed

3. Intent

4. Abstracted

5. No Correction 

Required



Rorke’s Drift was a mission station near the border between the British colony 

of Natal and the Zulu Kingdom and had been occupied by British troops. When 

the battle began, though, only 139 soldiers were (4) _____________ (Ejected) 

there. They had no idea what lay in store. At 4.20pm on January 22, 1879 a 

force of 4,000 Zulu warriors began to lay (5) __________ (Siege) to the station. 

Their intermittent attacks were to last for almost twelve hours.

BLANK NO. 4

1. Encamped

2. Secure

3. Evicts

4. Lodge

5. No Correction Required

BLANK NO. 5

1. Prompting 

2. Help

3. Support

4. Arrest

5. No Correction Required



Fortunately for the British, although some of the Zulus had old muskets and (6) 

___(Operative) rifles, most were armed only with a short spear called an assegai 

and a shield made of cowhide. So in weaponry, they were no match for the highly 

(7) ___(Enthusiastic) soldiers with their (then) sophisticated rifles and firepower. 

But the manpower advantage lay massively in favor of the Zulus. By 4am, after 

nearly 12 hours (8) __ (attractive) wave after wave of attacks involving hand-to-

hand combat, a number of British soldiers lay dead.

BLANK NO. 6

1. Modern

2. Antiquated

3. Functional

4. Remodeled

5. No Correction 

Required

BLANK NO. 7

1. Callow

2. Idealistic

3. Innocent

4. Trained

5. No Correction 

Required

BLANK NO. 8

1. Aid

2. Enchanting

3. Acceptance

4. Repulsing

5. No Correction 

Required



Most of the others were exhausted, rapidly running out of ammunition, and 

probably in no condition to (9) ___(Assist) another assault. But they didn’t have 

to. As dawn broke they saw that the Zulus were gone, leaving behind a 

battleground littered with the dead and dying. According to American military 

historian Victor Davis Hanson: “In the long annals of military history it is 

difficult to find anything quite like Rorke’s Drift, where a (10) ___ (Liberate) 

force, outnumbered forty to one, survived and killed twenty men for every 

defender lost.”

BLANK NO. 9

1. Accept

2. Help

3. Repel

4. Satisfy

5. No Correction Required

BLANK NO. 10

1. Helping

2. Beleaguered

3. Emancipative

4. Isolates

5. No Correction Required




