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Directions (1-5): In each of the following 
questions, a sentence is divided into four parts; 
(A), (B), (C) and (D). There may be an error in 
one of the parts, which makes the sentence 
grammatically or contextually incorrect. Choose 
the option with the part containing error.
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QUESTION 1
Issues could include something as simple as an internal (A) 
/ hierarchical muddle to more direct and large conflicts like 
priority (B)/ of charge on securities in cases of common 
stressed assets, (C) / and the different recovery process 
being followed by each bank. (D) / No error (E)
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QUESTION 2
It is necessary that resources be dedicated (A) / towards 
engaging competent teams (B)/ from oversee and resolve 
issues arising (C) out of such a transition phase. (D) / No
error (E)
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QUESTION 3
Global oil demand is muted against the backdrop in 
economic uncertainty (A) / and continuing trade frictions, 
and there has been (B) / a surge in petroleum output in 
the US and elsewhere, (C) / which should ease oil prices 
sooner rather than later. (D) / No error (E)
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QUESTION 4
The way ahead is for the government to (A) / fast forward 
long pending reform of (B) / oil marketing, so as to 
purposefully shore on (C) / investments and revamp 
market design in oil. / No error (E)
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QUESTION 5
It is the job of the political executive to (A) / release the 
economy’s fate from the thrall of (B) / civil servant’s 
perception that doing their (C) / work is a threat to their 
future liberty. (D) / No error (E)
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Directions (6-10): The following question 
consists of a sentence with a blank. You 
are given three words as answer choices 
and from those, you have to pick up the 
correct answer(s), which will make the 
sentence meaningful.
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QUESTION 6
India's COVID-19 tally of cases climbed to 87.73 lakh 
with 44,684 new infections in a day, while 81,63,572 
people have _______ from the disease so far, bringing 
the national recovery rate to 93.04 per cent on 
Saturday, according to the Union Health Ministry data.
A. recuperated B. decline C. deteriorate 

(1) Only A 
(2) Only B 
(3) Only C 
(4) Both A and B 
(5) Both A and C 
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QUESTION 7
The rupee continued its winning run for the third 
session in a row on Wednesday, ____27 paise to settle 
at 74.19 against the US dollar amid unabated foreign 
fund inflows and a weak greenback overseas.
A. slumping B. dribbling C. spurting 

(1) Only A 
(2) (2) Only B 
(3) Only C 
(4) Both A and B 
(5) Both A and C 
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QUESTION 8
Equity benchmark Sensex crossed the 44,000 mark 
for the first time in early trade on Wednesday, 
tracking gains in financial stocks ____ largely 
positive cues from other Asian markets and 
persistent foreign fund inflow.
A. among B. amid C. beyond 

(1) Only A 
(2) Only B 
(3) Only C 
(4) Both A and B 
(5) Both A and C 
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QUESTION 9
The Jammu and Kashmir High Court has______ the 
detention order of separatist leader Masarat Alam
Bhat and directed the administration to release 
him forthwith if he is not required in any other 
case.
A. sanction B. quashed C. quell

(1) Only A 
(2) Only B 
(3) Only C 
(4) Both A and B 
(5) Both B and C 
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QUESTION 10
A Delhi court has denied bail to freelance 
journalist Rajeev Sharma arrested 
under_____Official Secret Act on espionage 
charge.
A. stringent B. amenable C. pliable

(1) Only A 
(2) Only B 
(3) Only C 
(4) Both A and B 
(5) Both B and C 
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Directions (11-15): In the following passage, there 
are blanks each of which has been numbered. 
These numbers are given below the passage and 
against each, three words have been suggested. 
Find out the appropriate word(s) in each case and 
mark your answer accordingly
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QUESTION 11
Choose the correct option for (P) 

A. disregard 

B. discretion 

C. sagacity

(1) Only B 

(2) Both B and C 

(3) Both A and B 

(4) Both A and C 

(5) Only C

A prospective employer has (P) not to appoint a candidate 
who may have a “higher qualification”, but not the one 
prescribed for the job vacancy, the Supreme Court has 
held. A Bench led by Justice Ashok Bhushan said courts 
have limited judicial review over such decisions by 
employers. Prescription of qualifications for a post is a 
matter of recruitment policy. Discretion lies with the 
employer.

“It is for the employer to determine and decide the 
relevancy and (Q) of the qualifications for any post, and it 
is not for the courts to consider and assess,” Justice M.R. 
Shah, who authored the verdict, pointed out. The apex 
court said courts allow a “greater latitude” for employers 
to prescribe the necessary qualification for a post.
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QUESTION 12
Choose the correct option for (Q) 

A. suitability 

B. appropriateness 

C. stand

(1) Only B 

(2) Both B and C 

(3) Both A and B 

(4) Both A and C 

(5) Only C

A prospective employer has (P) not to appoint a candidate 
who may have a “higher qualification”, but not the one 
prescribed for the job vacancy, the Supreme Court has 
held. A Bench led by Justice Ashok Bhushan said courts 
have limited judicial review over such decisions by 
employers. Prescription of qualifications for a post is a 
matter of recruitment policy. Discretion lies with the 
employer.

“It is for the employer to determine and decide the 
relevancy and (Q) of the qualifications for any post, and it 
is not for the courts to consider and assess,” Justice M.R. 
Shah, who authored the verdict, pointed out. The apex 
court said courts allow a “greater latitude” for employers 
to prescribe the necessary qualification for a post.
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QUESTION 13
Choose the correct option for (R) 

A. rationale

B. suspension 

C. justification

(1) Only B 

(2) Both B and C 

(3) Both A and B 

(4) Both A and C 

(5) Only C

“There is a (R) behind it. Qualifications are prescribed 
keeping in view the need and interest of an institution or 
an industry or an establishment as the case may be. The 
courts are not fit instruments to assess expediency or 
advisability or utility of such prescription of qualifications,” 
the apex court judgment explained. It, however, noted 
that an employer cannot act (S) or fancifully in prescribing 
qualifications for posts. The judgment came on an appeal 
filed by the Punjab National Bank against an Orissa High 
Court decision allowing an overqualified candidate to be 
appointed as a peon.

The Supreme Court set aside the High Court decision of 
November 22, 2019 upholding an overqualified 
candidate’s claim to a job as peon in the bank. 
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QUESTION 14
Choose the correct option for (S) 

A. accountable

B. reasoned

C. arbitrarily

(1) Only B 

(2) Both B and C 

(3) Both A and B 

(4) Both A and C 

(5) Only C

“There is a (R) behind it. Qualifications are prescribed 
keeping in view the need and interest of an institution or 
an industry or an establishment as the case may be. The 
courts are not fit instruments to assess expediency or 
advisability or utility of such prescription of qualifications,” 
the apex court judgment explained. It, however, noted 
that an employer cannot act (S) or fancifully in prescribing 
qualifications for posts. The judgment came on an appeal 
filed by the Punjab National Bank against an Orissa High 
Court decision allowing an overqualified candidate to be 
appointed as a peon.

The Supreme Court set aside the High Court decision of 
November 22, 2019 upholding an overqualified 
candidate’s claim to a job as peon in the bank. 
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QUESTION 15
Choose the correct option for (T) 

A. dubious

B. conscious

C. negligent

(1) Only B 

(2) Both B and C 

(3) Both A and B 

(4) Both A and C 

(5) Only C

The Supreme Court set aside the High Court decision of 
November 22, 2019 upholding an overqualified 
candidate’s claim to a job as peon in the bank. It noted 
that this candidate had deliberately not disclosed the fact 
that he was a graduate. It was known only later. Besides, 
the prescribed qualification for the job was Class XII pass. 
The Bank had a specific rule against appointing a graduate 
as peon.

“In the present case, prescribing the eligibility 
criteria/educational qualification that a graduate 
candidate shall not be eligible and the candidate must 
have passed 12th standard is justified. It was a (T) decision 
taken by the Bank in force since 2008. Therefore, the High 
Court has clearly erred," the Supreme Court observed.
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Directions (Q16-20):  Rearrange the following six 
sentences (A), (B), (C), (D) and (E) to make a 
meaningful paragraph and answer the questions 
that follow.
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QUESTION 16-20
A. We do need to guard against unfair trade practices, such as goods made in China being 

routed through some countries with which India has an FTA, flouting all rules of origin and 

local value-addition norms.

B. This is integral to the ongoing process of eliminating from Indian business assorted means 

of enrichment that have little do with efficient creation of value.

C. India can hope to end its present exclusion from global value chains — across various 

industry segments —through membership of RCEP.

D. At the same time, the government needs to appreciate that global trade and exposure to 

import competition constitute a sure method of raising Indian industry’s competitiveness.

E. In parallel, there’s the need to put in place clear-cut safeguards measures to prevent 

dumping of goods, especially from China.
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