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How was the Constitution made?
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The period of historical British Constitutional experiments in

India can be divided into two phases:
Phase 1- East India Company Rule(1773-1857)
Phase 2 —British Crown Rule (1857-1947)
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The origin and growth of the Indian Constitution have its roots
in Indian history during the British period. From 1773
onwards, various Acts were passed by the British Government

for the governance of India.
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Regulating
Act of 17 }}
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This 1s the first Act passed by the British Parliament to control
and regulate the affairs of the East India Company 1n India.

As per this Act, the Governor of Bengal was made the

Governor-General.

Warren Hastings was the first Governor-General of India.
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Regulating ® A Supreme Court was estabhshed at Calcutta in 1774 as per
Act of 1773

the provisions of Regulating Act 1773.

® The Supreme Court had a Chief Justice and 3 Assistant
Judges.
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of(1784 * As per thlS Act of 1784, the territories of East India Company

was called as the “British Possessions in India”

‘( Court of Dlre@was formed for Commercial Operatlons
1 -ourt ot |

and 6 member Board of Control were appomte‘d/far Political

affairs as per provisions of Pitts India Act 1784.
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Charter Act
of 1813
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® It brought an end to the monopoly of East India Company,

over trade with India.

* Trade with India was opened for all British Citizens with the
exception of Tea Trade.

®* Permitted Christian missionaries to propagate English and

preach their religion.
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Governor-General of Bengal became the Governor-General of India.

of 1833 .

®* Charter Act of 1833 was the final step in the Process of

Lord William Bentick was the 1st Governor-General of India.

Centralization in India, a process that began with the Regulating Act
of 1773.
®* An Indian Law Commission was established and Lord Macaulay as

1ts chairman.
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Civil Service Examination was introduced. It was a competitive
examination for recruitment into the civil services.

Executive and Legislative functions of the Governor-General were
separated.

As per provisions of Charter Act of 1853 Governor General’s
Legislative Council came to be known as the Central Legislative

Council.
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* Government of India Act of 1858 passed by British Parliament,

brought an end to the rule of East India Company. The powers
were transferred to the British Crown.

® The Secretary of State for India was given the powers and duties
of the former Court of Directors. He Controlled the Indian
Administration through the Viceroy of India.



of India Act
of 1858

e
Government ——" SIS i 9id o JoH ATEH QTL

VA o TsT 9T i YR shl IiEe g 9e=dT Y2 shl g off| 39
e § 15 92 J| IS Ueh GeATghi HenT oft|

W o TS ohl YA T STEEUT S-T=T 1)

B

The Secretary of State for India was assisted by the Council of
India. This Council had 15 members. The Council was an
advisory body.

Governor-General of India was made the Viceroy of India.

Lord Canning was the 1st Viceroy of India.
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* Indians were nominated as non-official members for the 1st
time 1n the Legislative Council of Viceroy.

* It transformed India's executive council to function as a cabinet
run on the ‘Portfolio system’.

* Initiated the process of decentralization by restoring the

legislative powers to the Bombay and Madras Presidencies.
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® The size of the Legislative Council was increased.

Council Act

®* The Legislative Council was given more power, they had the
of 1892 power to deliberate on the Budget and could pose questions to
the Executive.

®* Indirect elections were introduced for the 1st time.
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— - ®* For the Ist time, Direct elections were introduced for the
Morley Minto . .
Legislative Councils.
Reforms ® The Communal representation system for Muslims was

919 'Lf introduced by giving separate electorate.
& T ﬁaj}a ®* For the first time, Indians were appointed to the Executive

Council of Viceroy. Satyendra Sinha was the law member.
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®* The Imperial Legislative Council was now to consist of two
Chelmsford
— houses- the Central Legislative Assembly and the Council of
l [
Reform’\ “ %tate QBLC@@

®* The provinces were to follow the Dual Government System or

Government of

Dyarchy.
* An extension of Communal franchise for Sikhs, Indian

Christians, Anglo-Indian and European.
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* A central public service Commission was set up in 1926 for
Chelmsford recruiting civil servants.

Reforms The number of Indians in Viceroy's Executive Council would

be three out of eight members.
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* The franchise was given to a limited population which was based

on people who had taxable income, had property and paid land
revenue of Rs 3000.

®* Montagu Chelmsford Reforms made provision for setting up a
statutory commission at the end of 10 years to look into the

working of the Government.
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It was the result of multiple round table conferences and a report

by the Simon Commission.

There was provision for the establishment of All India Federation
consisting of Provinces and the Princely States as units.

As per the Act, the powers were divided into Federal List,

Provincial List and Concurrent List.
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®* Provincial autonomy was introduced in the Provinces by
abolishing the Dyarchy.
® There was provision for the adoption of Dyarchy at the Centre.
* Provided provisions for establishing Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
® The establishment of a Federal Court.

* Burma was completely separated from India.



&

Mountbatten

Plan - Indian

Independence
Act - 1947

¢ 15 3T 19 47 IEIRR IR LSRR IERSIE R REL IS

a3AT|

eI @ shl qUI foreirelt SATRreh I ST feham)

Tidl 3R TSAT SET H GLRRT hT TATIHAT |

British India was partitioned into India and Pakistan with
effect from 15th August 1947.

Conferred complete legislative authority to the Constituent

Assembly.

Established Governments in both Provinces and States.
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of Independent ®* The Constitution of India was drawn up by the Constituent

Assembly. Constituent Assembly took almost 3 years to

all

— Constitution

India
complete the task of drafting the Constitution for Independent

India.
* Constituent Assembly met for the first time on Dec. 9, 1946.

®* On 14th August 1947; there was a proposal for the creation of

committees.
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The Drafting Committee was established on 29th August 1947

Key Timelines —

Constitution of

Independent

India and the Constituent Assembly starts the process of writing the

Constitution.

®* Dr Rajendra Prasad as the President prepared the Draft of the
new constitution of Independent India in February 1948.

® The Constitution was adopted on Nov. 26, 1949



6Tv|=|€|ﬁ 1950 =l ST AT AT, S 9ILd S IURERCEI
o 3y fam, faemagyr o1 s1fedca WTH‘EﬁTP?IT 1952 ¥ U =S €HS
o 113+ Tk G4 ol W ohl STEATT EHE H dat 441l
— Constitution ® The Consfitution came into effect on Jan. 26,1950, making

of Independent India a Republic.
. ®* On that day, the Assembly ceased to exist, transforming
India

Key Timelines

itself into the Provisional Parliament of India until a new

Parliament was constituted in 1952.



GS/GK T HgHu™H

e
Indian

Constitution

* HA &Y H, 26 TH, 1949 T YA T HTLT H Th TEATSHT, 22
WITE | 395 FToee AR 8 A=l offl IdHM™ |, 1950 H 36
HAIHA o6 o1 ° 104 HIMGHT o T STTSE! ohl HEAT TG

448 BT TS g AT &, WlTg™ § 319 25 9T 3R 12 AG 1 €

® Ornginally, the constitution adopted on November 26, 1949,

contained a Preamble, 395 articles in 22 parts and eight
schedules. Currently, the number of articles has since increased
to 448 due to 104 amendments since its enactment in 1950.

Also, the constitution now has 25 parts and 12 schedules.
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Which of the following act was based on Montagu-Chelmsford Report?

LY

Government of India Act, 1892

overnment of India Act, 1909

govemment of India Act, 1919
overnment of India Act, 19
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A separate electorate on the basis of religion was introduced by which of the

following acts? —

a) (Indian council act, 1909

N~
b). Indian council act, 1892

N
c)\)Communal Award, 1932

d) Government of India Act, 1919
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Under which Act was the first examination for ICS held in Allahabad?

~
a) The Morley-Minto Reform Act

1909
N

bl/), The Indian Councils Act of 1892
c) The Rowlatt Act of 1919
d) The Government of India Act 19@
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Which one of the following measures were NOT adopted by Lord Curzon?
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a) The Calcutta Municipal Amendment Act

Indian Universities Act

U‘

Indian Officials Secrets Amendment Act

@)
N—'

o
~'

Law for Protecting Ancient Indian

Monuments
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Who among the following was the President of the Muslim League in 19307
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a) Muhammad Ali Jinnah

Sir Mohammad Igbal

)
wb) Jawahar Lal Nehru
e
C
= )

)
d) Maulana Azad



