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• CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
a) synonyms
b) antonyms
c) one word
d) idioms

• VOCABULARY FROM ARTICLE + 
ANALYSIS
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Q1. Choose the synonym of

‘Accuse’.

1. Acquit

2. Discharge

3. Impeach

4. Trial
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Q2. Choose the synonym of

‘Spying’.

1. Espionage

2. Ignorance

3. Suspicion

4. Staying
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Q3. Choose the synonym of

‘Hurl’.

1. Throw

2. Praise

3. Criticise

4. Approve
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Q4. Choose the synonym of

‘Egregious’.

1. Little

2. Secondary

3. Atrocious

4. Jealous
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Q5. Choose the synonym of

‘Tinge’.

1. Tint

2. Tin

3. Colour

4. Toll
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Q6. Choose the antonym

of ‘Deteriorate’.

1. Worsen

2. Improve

3. Decline

4. Decay
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Q7. Choose the antonym

of ‘Gaggle’.

1. Confluence

2. Array

3. Herd

4. Individual
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Q8. Choose the antonym

of ‘Obscure’.

1. Hide

2. Show

3. Darken

4. Gloom
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Q9. Choose the antonym

of ‘Persuade’.

1. Prevail

2. Force

3. Coerce

4. Dissuade
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Q10. Choose the antonym 

of ‘Counterproductive’. 

1. Biased 

2. Unbiased 

3. Evil 

4. Differential
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Q11. Intense and unreasoned 
fear or dislike.

(1) horror 
(2) phobia
(3) fright 
(4) scare
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Q12. Excessively enthusiastic 
and unreasonably excited 
about something.

(1) spirited 
(2) interested
(3) fanatical 
(4) despotic

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

Q13. An agreement between 
two countries or groups to 
stop fighting.

(1) compromise 
(2) ceasefire
(3) outpost 
(4) protocol
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Q14. Full of criticism and 
mockery.

(1) discrimination
(2) ridicule
(3) satire
(4) contempt

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

Q15. To give one’s authority 
to another

(1) assign 
(2) delegate
(3) represent 
(4) designate

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

Q16. The reputed company is in the
red due to the recession.

(1) making money
(2) losing money
(3) in danger
(4) spending money
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Q17. When the Principal was entering 
the class, all my friends quietly 
disappeared, leaving me alone to face the 
music.

(1) to listen to him
(2) to enter into the class
(3) to bear the criticism
(4) to listen to a favourable comment
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Q18. John's offer of help was 
turned down by the police.

(1) sent back
(2) twisted around
(3) refused
(4) handed over
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Q19. Having no arguments to 
defend his point, the speaker 
began to beat about the bush.

(1) wander across the words
(2) speak in a haphazard manner
(3) speak in a round-about manner
(4) make use of irrelevant reference
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Q20. They were offered six 
months’ rent in lieu of notice to 
vacate the building.

(1) in spite of 
(2) in place of
(3) despite of 
(4) in addition to
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Heavy weight
Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh is facing a 

crisis born out of his very success

The crisis in the Congress in Punjab has been 

smouldering beneath the surface for a long time, 

before the current eruption. Until a few months ago, 

Chief Minister Amarinder Singh had appeared 

invincible and poised to lead the party to a second 

consecutive victory in the Assembly election due early 

next year. Rebel leader Navjot Singh Sidhu’s 

relentless open battle against the Chief Minister has 

now cast a long shadow on the party’s prospects. 
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Mr. Sidhu, a party hopper driven by personal ambition, has 

by default become the champion of the resentment among 

party MLAs and workers against the Chief Minister’s 

unilateralism. Mr. Singh was the sole architect of the 

Congress victory in 2017. After winning 77 of the State’s 

117 Assembly seats then, its victory march continued 

through the 2019 Lok Sabha and local body elections. But a 

streak of arrogance probably disconnected him from some 

sections of the party. His very strength — he is head and 

shoulders above any alternative, including Mr. Sidhu, within 

the Congress — seems to have opened up a weakness: so 

sure of his own indispensability, he had little time or 

patience for some of those in the lower rungs of the party. 

Congress MLAs complain of humiliation at the hand of 

bureaucrats and found their lives overshadowed by the 

giant figure of Mr. Singh.
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Also, the performance of the Government is coming under 

scrutiny too. Faced with bad options, the Congress central 

leadership appointed a committee headed by Mallikarjun

Kharge. It met with around 150 party leaders and submitted 

a report but that has only opened a Pandora’s box. 

Meanwhile, the unmistakable, though oblique, endorsement 

of Mr. Sidhu by the Gandhi family has complicated the 

scene further. 
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1) born out of (idiom)–has occurred because of

2) smouldering (verb)-exist in a suppressed or concealed 
state.
3) eruption (noun)– outbreak/ flurry/emission
4) invincible (adj)– dauntless/ invulnerable
5) poised (adj)– composed/serene

6) relentless (adj)–persistent/constant

7) cast a long shadow (idiom)–to have a bad influence 

over something that lasts for a long time.
8) prospects (noun)– look out/ promise/ dream
9) Party hopper (phrase)– a person who travels or moves 
frequently from one place or situation to another.
10) resentment (noun)– antipathy/ hostility
11) unilateralism (adj)–exclusive/ individual
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12) Sole (adj)–only/ single

13) Streak (noun)– strip/strain
14) head and shoulders above (idiom)–surpass/outclass

15) opened up  (verb)–reveal/ lightened

16) indispensability (adj)– indispensability
17) rungs (noun)– notch/ step/ level
18) at the hand of  (phrase)– done or caused by
19) Overshadowed (verb)–blocked out/ eclipsed
20) Scrutiny (noun)–inspection/ survey

21) Pandora’s box (idiom)–a source of many troubles

22) oblique (adj)– lopsided/slanted
23) endorsement (noun)– support/ backing
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24) ESCHEW (VERB): (त्याग करना): give up
25) RADICAL (ADJECTIVE): (विसृ्तत): thoroughgoing
26) RELISH (NOUN): (प्रसन्नता): gusto
27) PRODIGIOUS (ADJECTIVE): (विलक्षण): enormous
28) INCARCERATE (VERB): (क़ै द कर देना): imprison
29) GALL (VERB): (खिजाना): irritate
30) GARRULOUS (ADJECTIVE): (बातूनी): talkative
31) ABET (VERB): (सहायता करना): assist
32) RUDIMENTARY (ADJECTIVE): (अपररषृ्कत): 

primitive
33) FABRICATE (VERB): (वनर्ााण करना): make
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