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The Pushyabhuti dynasty, also known as the Vardhana dynasty,

ruled parts of northern India during the 6th and 7th centuries. The
dynasty reached its zenith under 1ts last ruler Harsha-Vardhana,
whose empire covered much of north and north-western India,
and extended as far as the Kamarupa River in the east and the

Narmada River in the south.
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®* The dynasty initially ruled from Sthanvisvara (modern

Thanesar, Haryana), but Harsha eventually made
Kanyakubja (modern Kannauj, Uttar Pradesh) his capital,
from where he ruled until 647 AD.
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* As a source of knowing the history of the Vardhan
dynasty, the evidence of literary evidence
inscriptions and the description of foreign

travelers have been resorted to.
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Pushyabhuti or
Vardhana dynasty

. - .
S I T4 /Founder - Pushyabhuti

*_Note - SHIITT I8 53 THH( S h &9 H T AT/ That is
why this dynasty was famous as Pushyabhuti dynasty.

. ¥}
_* IR TSTEHT - A9 (0M)/ Early Capital -
Thaneshwar (Haryana)

_~% Note - TR &I, T S shT T8 T ITEh AT /.
Prabhakar Vardhana was the first independent ruler of the

Vardhana dynasty
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Pushyabhuti or Vardhana dynasty

el N W T

s IR TSI /Early King
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(1) @ /Narvardhan (505 - 530 A.D.)
— e -
_~(2) S ERE] /Rajyavardhan (530 — 555 A.D.)

— =

_~(3) ATlecT 9e /Aditya Vardhan (555 — 580 A.D.)
/ —

_ (4) T9THL 947 /Prabhakar Vardhan (580 — 605 A.D.)
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/ fUdT Father- e 98 /Prabhakar Vardhan
/ ATdT Mother — I /Yashomatl

ad S TS Elder brother = quol‘“éH /Rajyavardhan
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REY shree was married to Maukhan King Graha Varman.
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Court poet — Banabhatta (Harshacharita, Kadambari)
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Harshavardhana
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° Graha Varman was defeated and killed by Dev Gupta
(King of Malwa) and Shashanka (King of Bengal).
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* Widow Rajshree was imprisoned in t 1ail itself.
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o After the death of Rajyavardhana Harsha ascended the

throne at the age of 16.
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Harshavardhana
(606 — 647 A.D.)
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* The Bing of Malwa was defeated and killed, but the
victory turned into misery soon after Rajya Vardhana
was killed by Shashanka, the King of Bengal (Gaun).
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® After that he shifted his capital from Thaneshwar to

Kannau;.
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® His first task after ascending the throne was to find his sister
B / Rajshri with the help of the Buddhist monk Divakar Mitra.

Harshavardhana He saves her life when she was about to burn herself as Sati.
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®* Harsha convened a grand assembly (642 A.D.) in Kannauj
in honor of Hiuen Tsang and for the purpose of promoting
Buddhism.
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®* He formed an alliance with Bhaskara Varman, the ruler
UL / . .
of Assam (Kamrup). When all his preparations were
Harshavardhana ,
completed, he attacked Bengal. In which Shashank was
(606 — 647 A.D.)

defeated and killed.
P
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® Hiuen Tsang came to India in 630 AD.
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®* Harsha used to call a meeting at Prayag at regular
intervals of five years. In these meetings, the sixth
meeting was held in Prayag in about 643 A.D. and

Hiuen Tsang witnessed fit.



R EXS(C]

Harsh's Articles
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® Harshavardhana composed the following works:

»l) fUeeRieT /Priyadarsika
%) AT /Nagananda

343) {cAT1aedl /Ratnavali
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In 618 AD, the Chalukya king Pulakeshin II, who
ruled from the Chalukya capital of Badami, defeated

Harshavardhana on the banks of the river Narmada.
TYaH Sllg g o HETI e o AT o |

Harshavardhana was a follower of the Mahayana sect
of Buddhism.
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® Harsha was also known as Shailditya.
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® Hiuen Tsang's travelogue is known as "Si-yu-ki".
* 647U AD. 8 I YT B3 |
* In 647 A.D. Harsh died.
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Q.1 On the river Narmada, the southward advance of Emperor
Harsha was stopped by-

Pulakeshin-I

Pulakeshin II

Vikramaditya-I

Vikramaditya-II

o aw
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Q.2 Who has been called 'Siladitya' by Hiuen Tsang?

A. Chandragupta Maurya
B. Chandragupta II

C. Ashoka

D. Harshvardhan
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Q.3 A=A H L ST/THH[<l ST i TATIHT feher hl?

A. USIIYH

B. 3TccaayH

Q.3 Who established the Vardhan dynasty/Pushyabhuti
dynasty in Thaneshwar?

A. Rajyavardhan

B. Adityavardhan

C. pushyabhutivardhan
D. Narvardhan



Q.4 Which Chinese pilgrim came to India during the time of

Harshavardhana?
A. Fahman

B. Itsing

C. Megasthenes
D. Hiuen tsang



C. qoThiRM II

D. AR
Q.5 Which ruler of Bengal was a contemporary of Harsha?
A. Shashank
B. Dhruvsen
C. Pulakeshin II
D.

Bhaskarvarma
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A. T
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Q 6 After the decline of the Gupta dynasty, who reconstituted a

N

\\j

large part of northern India?
A. Chalukya

Rajput

Harshvardhan

Shank

o QW
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Q.7 Emperor Harshvardhan had orgamzed two great religious
conferences-

i - Plyaiu /W
A. In Kannauj and Prayag \§L
B. In Prayag and Thaneshwar £ B'%

C. In Thaneshwar and Vallabhi
D. In Vallabhi and Prayag



Q.8 The capital of the Maukhari rulers was

A. Thaneshwar
B. Kannauj
C. Purushpur
D

. None of these
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Q.9 Who is given the credit for starting the Kumbh Mela?
A. Ashoka

B. Chandragupta II

C. Harshvardhan
D.

None of these



16

Q.10 TCHNT YR | T fehd AT 12

N
/A. 12

_B. 13

_~C. 14
D, 3T H H hIE T

Q.10 Hiuen Tsang lived in India for approximately how many

years?
A. 12
B. 13
C. 14
D. None of the Above



