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• CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
a) synonyms
b) antonyms
c) one word
d) idioms

• VOCABULARY FROM ARTICLE + 
ANALYSIS+ spotting errors
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Time for
SYNONYMS
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Q1. Choose the synonym of

‘Scourge’.

a. progressive

b. developed

c. pestilence

d. menace
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Q2. Choose the synonym of

‘Apathy’.

a. constant

b. dispassion

c. concern

d. regular
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Q3. Choose the synonym of

‘Notorious’.

a. disarrange

b. tarnished

c. displace

d. famous
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Q4. Choose the synonym of

‘Unbridled’.

a. rampant

b. genuine

c. orderly

d. normal
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Q5. Choose the synonym of

‘Affluent’.

a. prosperous

b. rolling

c. stooping

d. vociferous
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Time for
ANTONYMS
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Q6. Choose the antonym of

‘Malaise’.

a. scarcity

b. undersupply

c. cheer

d. exertion
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Q7. Choose the antonym of

‘Morbid’.

a. cheerful

b. accessory

c. baleful

d. supplement
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Q8. Choose the antonym of

‘Accrue’.

a. amass

b. doubt

c. reserve

d. disperse
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Q9. Choose the antonym of

‘Underscoring’.

a. exclude

b. eliminate

c. disapprove

d. accept
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Q10. Choose the antonym 

of ‘Glitch’.

a. fault

b. problem

c. bug

d. perfection
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Time for
ONE WORD
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Q11. That which may be easily
Broken

(1) indestructible
(2) revocable
(3) divisible 
(4) brittle
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Q12. One whose motive is 
merely to get money

(1) businesslike 
(2) mercenary
(3) polyglot 
(4) fastidious
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Q13. A man who is quite like 
a woman

(1) feminine 
(2) feminist
(3) effeminate 
(4) womanly
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Q14. . A co- worker in an 
office or institution

(1) companion 
(2) ally
(3) accomplice 
(4) colleague

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

Q15. To supply land with 
water by artificial means

(1) irrigate 
(2) mitigate
(3) watergate
(4) postulate
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Time for
IDIOMS
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Q16. Can you give me a hand 
with this luggage ?

(1) keep a watch on
(2) handle
(3) provide me with
(4) help me with
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Q17. a shot in the dark

(1) to love to go out on 
adventures
(2) be able to work very quickly
(3) be very violent
(4) an attempt to guess 
something
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Q18. in a nutshell

(1) angrily 
(2) casually
(3) writing 
(4) brief
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Q19. from the bottom of my heart

(1) sincerely
(2) lowest position
(3) totally
(4) wholly
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Q20. for better or worse

(1) sometimes
(2) always
(3) in good times
(4) in bad times
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Vaccinating the young
India must continue to prioritise vaccination of the adult 
population

As India’s vaccination drive (A)/chug along with sporadic bursts of 
frenetic inoculation, (B)/ there are possibilities of administering (C)/ 
vaccines to children soon — as early as next month(D). At present, 
two Indian vaccines may be eligible for administration to children. 
Zydus Cadilla’s ZycoV-D, a three-dose plasmid DNA vaccine, with a 
66.6% efficacy in phase-3 trials, has also been tested in adolescents 
(12-18 years), data for which has been submitted to the regulator. 
The company has also requested permission to test in children over 
five. Covaxin’s Bharat Biotech is also testing the vaccine in a cohort 
of children below 12. 
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Though none of these studies has been completed, the 
expectations are that these vaccines may be ready by September. 
Pfizer’s mRNA vaccine has been authorised in those above 12 
and Moderna’s too may be similarly approved in the U.S. Both 
companies are reportedly in discussions with the Indian 
government. Young children are at (A)/ least risk of 
hospitalisation and (B)/ death from COVID-19 but are capable 
(C)/of being infection carriers and putting older caregivers at 
risk.(D) This undergirds the difficult decision by governments to 
continue with school closures that has brought forth 
unprecedented challenges such as denying many Indian children 
access to quality education.
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From the global experience so far, (A)/the broad principle is that 
if an effective (B)/ vaccine was available, it must be 
(C)/administered irrespective of age(D). However, it is also true 
that the vaccines are far more effective at protecting from 
disease than infection. Because children and adults respond to 
the virus differently, it still remains to be seen whether 
vaccinating children as a pre-requisite to opening schools actually 
brings down overall rates of infection. Countries that have 
vaccinated (A)/ hose above 12 and have fully opened (B)/ up are 
also those boasting (C)/ high rates of adult vaccination.(D) In 
India, only around 10% of all adults have been fully vaccinated. 
India already has a challenging target of fully inoculating all 
adults — 94.4 crore — by the end of the year. A key constraint 
has been Covaxin; its manufacturer has been unable to ramp up 
monthly production to its stated nearly six crore doses. 
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Put together, this implies that if the (A)/ aim of universal 
vaccination are to (B)/ protect from disease, then (C)/the thrust 
must be on prioritising adults over children(D). Government and 
independent experts have advised that schools can open in a 
staggered fashion. This again underlines that reopening should 
not be contingent on vaccination alone. There is also the worry 
that prioritising vaccines for children would mean diverting 
already limited stocks. Rather than blindly emulate the West, 
India must decide on what policy works best for its entire 
population, including children.
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1) prioritise (noun)
प्राथमिकता देना–to put in order based on importance

2) chugs(verb) –
consume (a drink) in large gulps without pausing.

3) sporadic (adj)
अननयमित–occasional/infrequent/irregular/periodical

4) frenetic (adj)
प्रचंड– frantic/ hectic/fraught/feverish
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5) inoculation(noun)
टीका-immunization/ vaccination

6) administering  (noun)
चलाना–manage/ direct/ control/operate

7) plasmid (noun)
a small cellular inclusion consisting of a ring of DNA 
that is not in a chromosome but is capable of 
autonomous replication

8) efficacy (adj)
क्षिता-effectiveness/productiveness/potency/virtue
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9) cohort (noun)
दल– unit/ group

10) undergirds (adj)
पुष्टट करना– brace/stay/support/ sustain/uphold

11) unprecedented (adj) 
अद्वितीय– not known or experienced before

12) scandalous (adjective) 
अपिानपूर्ण-discreditable/disreputable/dishonourable
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13) retrograde (adjective) 
प्रनतगािी- regressive/negative/downhill

14) devious (adjective) 
कपटी- deceitful/ duplicitous/ insidious

15) resumption (noun) 
पुनरारंभ-restart/restarting/ reopening

16) rig (verb) 
िस्र पहनना- dress/ equip/ furnish
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