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Introduction

/‘ Supreme Legislative Body: The Parliament 1s the legislative

organ of a Union government and the Parliament of India is its

supreme legislative body.

¥ It occupies a pre-eminent and central position in the Indian

democratic political system due to

the adoption of the

Parliamentary form of Government (‘Westminste; model of

government).
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Introduction \/

=
/Flrst Parliament: The first general /elections under the new
Constitution of India were held during the year 1951 52 and the

first elected Parliament came into ex1stence in April, 1952.
% Constitutional Provisions: Articles 79 to 122 in Part V of the
Constitution deal with the organisation, composition, duration,

officers, procedures, privileges and powers of the Parliament.
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Introduction

/ Frame of Reference for Parlia

he framers of the Indian

Constitution relied on the(British pattern)for Parliament rather

than the American pattern.

ﬁhe President is not an integral part of the legislature in the
USA, however, in India, 1t 1s.
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Organs of
Parhament
2L °h 3T

Rajya Sabha (The Council of States):

/"About: It 1s the Upper House (Second Chamber or House of
Elders) and it represents the states and union territories of the
Indian Union.

* The Rajya Sabha is called the permanent House of the
Parliament as it 1s never fully dissolved. D

/ The IV Schedule of the Indian Constitution deals with the

allocation of seats in the Rajya Sabha to the states and UTs.
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Organs of Parliament
Rajya Sabha (The Council of States):
* Composition: The maximum strength of Rajya Sabha is\2502(0ut of which

238 members are representatives of the states & UTs (elected indirectly)

and 12 are nominated by the President).

® Current strength of the house 1s 245, 229 members represent the states, 4
members represent the UTs and 12 are nominated by the president.
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Rajya Sabha (The Council of States):
Election of Representatives: The representatives of states are elected by

the members of state legislative assemblies. .~
/ The representatives of each UT in the T{ajya Sabha are indirectly

clected by members of an electoral college specially constituted for the
purpose. v / /

® Only three UTs (Delhi, Puducherry and Jammu & Kashmir) have
representation in Rajya Sabha (others don’t have enough population).
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The members nominated by the President are those who have
special knowledge or practical experience in art, literature,
science and social service. The rationale is to provide eminent
persons a plac? in the house without going through elections.
Functions: Rajya Sabha has an important role of reviewing and
altering the laws 1nitiated by the Lok Sabha. It can also 1nitiate
legislation and a bill 1s required to pass through the Rajya Sabha
in order to become a law.
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Power:
State-Related Matters: The Rajya Sabha provides representation to

the States. Therefore, any matter that affects the States must be

referred to it for its consent and approval.
® If the Union Parliament wishes to remove/transfer a matter from
the State list, the approval of the Rajya Sabha is necessary.
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Power:
/o

®* [If the Union Parliament wishes to remove/transfer a matter from

State-Related Matters: The Rajya Sabha provides representation

to the States. Therefore, any matter that affects the States must be

referred to it for its consent and approval.

the State list, the approval of the Rajya Sabha is necessary.
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/ok Sabha (The House of the People):
/ About: It 1s the Lower House (First Chamber or Popular House

and 1t represents the people of India as a whole.

* Composition: The maximum strength of the Lok Sabha 1s fixed
atl 550)out of which 530 members are to be the representatives of
the states and 20 of the UTs.
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Lok Sabha (The House of the People):
/ The current strength of Lok Sabha i@ out of which 530 members

represent the states and 13 represent the UTs.

* Earlier, the President also nominated two members from the Anglo-
Indian community, but by the 95th Amendment Act, 2009, this
provision was valid till 2020 only.
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Lok Sabha (The House of the People):
/ Election of Representatives: The representatives of states are directly

elected by the people from the territorial constituencies in the states.
* By the Union Territories (Direct Election to the House of the People)
Act, 1965, the members of Lok Sabha from the UTs are chosen by

direct election.
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Lok Sabha (The House of the People):

/‘Functions: One of the most important functions of the Lok Sabha i1s to
select the executive, a group of persons who work together to implement

the laws made by the Parliament.

/ This utive 1s often what we have in mind when we use the term
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Powers:

gé"’ / Decisions in Joint Sitting: Any ordinary law needs to be passed by

”1//6;0 4 both the Houses.
B ®* However, in case of any difference between the two Houses, the

e final decision 1s taken by calling a joint session of both the Houses.
_* Due to a larger strength, the view of the Lok Sabha is likely to
prevail 1n such a meeting.
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Lok Sabha (The House of the People):
/ ®* Power in Money Matters: Lok Sabha exercises more powers in

money matters. Once the Lok Sabha passes the budget of the
government or any other money related law, the Rajya Sabha cannot
reject it. Ank }—o
/ The Rajya Sabha can only delay it by 14 days or suggest changes in

it, however, the former may or may not accept these changes.
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Lok Sabha (The House of the People):
®* ,Power over Council of Ministers: The Lok Sabha controls the

Council of Ministers.
/ *If the majority of the Lok Sabha members say they have ‘no
/ confidence’ in the Council of Ministers, all ministers including the
Prime Minister, have to quit.
//" The Rajya Sabha does not have this power.
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Membership of Parliament
Qualifications: oY

®* Rajya Sabha: S/He should be a citizen of India and at least 30
years of age.

¢ S/He should make an oath or affirmation stating that s/he will
bear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of India.
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Qualifications:

/ According to the Representation of People Act, 1951, s/he should be
registered as a voter in the State from which s/he is seeking election

@ to the Rajya Sabha.
®* However, mm 2003, a provision was made declaring, any Indian

—7" citizen can contest the Rajya Sabha elections irrespective of the State
in which s/he resides.
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Qualifications:
/ Lok Sabha: S/He should be not less thanf age.
®* S/He should declare through an oath or affirmation that s/he has
true faith and allegiance in the Constitution and that a/he will

uphold the sovereignty and integrity of India.
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ualifications:
* S/He must possess such other qualifications as may be laid down by
the Parliament by law and must be registered as a voter in any

constituency in India.

* Person contesting from the reserved seat should belong to the
Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe as the case may be.
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/‘ Rajya Sabha: Every member of Rajya Sabha enjoys a safe tenure
of

/ One-third of its members retire after every two years. They are

entitled to contest again for the membership.

CADEAIGN
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Tenure:
/ Lok Sabha: The normal term of Lok Sabha i@ But the

President, on the advice of the Council of Ministers, may dissolve it

before the expiry of five years.

/ the case of national emergency, its term can be extended for one
year at a time. But 1t will not exceed six months after the emergency
1S Oover.

CADEATGN
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Powers/Functions of Parliament
/Legislative Functions: Only Parliament can make laws on the
subjects of the Union List. Along with the State Legislatures, the

Parliament is empowered to make laws on the Concurrent List.
/ In a subject not mentioned in any list, the residuary powers are
vested with the Parliament.
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Powers/Functions of Parliament

/‘Financial Functions: It 1s the custodian of the public money. The
Government can neither impose any tax on the public nor spend the
money without the approval of the Parliament.

* The budget is approved by the Parliament every year.
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Powers/Functions of Parliament
Electoral Functions: It participates in the election of the President

of India and also elects the Vice-President.
/" The Lok Sabha elects its Speaker and Deputy Speaker and the
Rajya Sabha elects its Deputy Chairman.

G el ITRAT/HE

o TS ;I8 WRA o A o AT H HIT Al & S STA hT
AT oft T 2

* AT U STEFET I IUTEHET hl AT el @ ST TSTHNT U

JUTEAE T TS T o




Powers/Functions of Parliament

/ Power of Removal: Certain high functionaries may be removed
from office on the initiative of the Parliament.

/ [t can remove the President, Judges of the Supreme Court and High
Courts through impeachment for violation of the Constitution.
- (BT
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Powers/Functions of Parliament

Amendment of the Constitution: Most of the parts of the
Constitution can be amended by the Parliament by special majority.
/ Certain provisions can only be amended by the Parliament with the

approval of States.
The Parliament cannot change the basic structure of the
Constitution.
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Powers/Functions of Parliament

/ Power over Executive: Parliament exercises control over the

/ Executive through question-hour, zero hour, calling attention notice,
adjournment motion etc.

/‘ The government always takes these motions very seriously because
the government’s policies are criticized severely and their likely
impact on the electorate whom the government would have to face

ultimately.
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Q.1 What 1s the minimum age for holding office in the Lok Sabha?
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Q.2 A motion of no confidence against the Government can be

introduced 1n:
/ TR & Raams stfagma g&ara ust foram i gehdr 2

/

a) Rajya Sabha

b))@ok Sab@ < = \>
Nl N ) s
cy Botha& b

Neither a nor b




®* No Confidence motion is to be introduced in the Lok Sabha

or the lower house of Parliament.
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Q.3 How many sessions of the Lok Sabha take place in a year?
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®* The Lok Sabha must meet 3 times a year for the Budget

session, the monsoon session and the winter session.
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Q.4 Which of the following are not sessions of the Lok Sabha?

/ AefeRad O 9 i AIReT & 9 981 27
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/ a) Budget Session = ——
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b) Monsoon Session \/ <

‘/c) 1 Summer Sess@
/d/)/ “Winter Session /




Q.5 The budget is also known as:
/ SISIE a1 39 AT ¥ A ST ST 8

/ a) [ Annual Financial Statement
/5) Monthly Financial Statement

\/63 Receipt and Expenditure Statement
C/d’f Taxation Statement




Q.6 The Parliament of India consists of the following:
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Q.7 Who decides whether a bill 1s a Money Bill or not?

/ IT I dF KT © Toh hi (a8 g faees © a1 agi?

/&) President

) Prime Minister

/) Speaker of the Lok &ab@

/d’y Finance Minister




Q.8 Who 1s known as the Father of Lok Sabha?
/ ANHGNT ok STk o &9 H fohd ST STTAT 82

/ a) (GV Mavalanka
D b) Rabi Ray
c) P A Sangma

_A) Balram Jakhar




Q.11 Indian Parliamentary System 1s based on which model?

/ TR 99 JUTTedT T diget 9t ST 22

%
/ a) Westminster model f
/b) Welfare State model

/ c) Botha&b

Md) Neither a nor b




Q.11 How many members are there in the Lok Sabha, the lower house

of the Indian Parliament?
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b. &iS
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d. 732



® The Constitution of India allows for a maximum of

550 members 1n the House, with 530 members
representing the States and 20 representing the

Union Territories.
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