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• CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
a) synonyms
b) antonyms
c) one word
d) idioms

• VOCABULARY FROM ARTICLE + 
ANALYSIS+
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Time for
SYNONYMS
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Q1. Choose the synonym of

‘Rallying’.

1. Failing

2. Regressing

3. Collecting

4. Sickly
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Q2. Choose the synonym of

‘Starved’.

1. Hollow

2. Malnourished

3. Deduced

4. Deducted
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Q3. Choose the synonym of

‘Spike’.

1. Deduct

2. Prong

3. Withdraw

4. Hike
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Q4. Choose the synonym of

‘Foretell’.

1. Conjecture

2. Protrude

3. Foresee

4. Withhold
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Q5. Choose the synonym of

‘Overhaul’.

1. Derange

2. Disarrange

3. Service

4. Unsuited
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Time for
ANTONYMS
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Q6. Choose the antonym of

‘Traction’.

1. Slipperiness

2. Grip

3. Adhesion

4. Purchase
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Q7. Choose the antonym of

‘Fickle’.

1. Changeable

2. Flighty

3. Variable

4. Constant
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Q8. Choose the antonym of

‘Disruptive’.

1. Calming

2. Troublesome

3. Riotous

4. Errant
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Q9. Choose the antonym of

‘Oversee’.

1. Supervise

2. Govern

3. Rule

4. Obey
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Q10. Choose the antonym 

of ‘Bolster’. 

1. Weaken 

2. Support 

3. Strengthen 

4. Biller
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Time for
ONE WORD
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Q11. A person who devotes 
his/her life for the welfare of 
others

(1) altruist 
(2) hermit
(3) volunteer 
(4) martyr
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Q12. A person who shows off 
his learning

(1) pedant 
(2) educationist
(3) exhibitor 
(4) researcher
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Q13. Written law of a 
legislative body

(1) statute 
(2) stature
(3) static 
(4) statue
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Q14. A pole or beam used as 
a temporary support

(1) scaffold 
(2) prop
(3) lean-to 
(4) rafter
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Q15. One who studies the art 
of gardening

(1) agriculturist
(2) horticulturist
(3) gardener
(4) botanist
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Time for
IDIOMS
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Q16. casting pearls before swine

(1) speaking nice words and 
convincing them
(2) offering good things to
undeserving people
(3) uplifting the needy for their
welfare
(4) doing worthwhile things to
unknown people
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Q17. to play second fiddle.

(1) to reduce the importance of
one’s senior
(2) take a subordinate role
(3) to do back seat driving
(4) to be happy, cheerful and
healthy
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Q18. Mary broke a dining-room
window and had to face the
music when her father got home.

(1) listen carefully
(2) ask a lot of questions
(3) listen to music
(4) accept the punishment
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Q19. Villagers always call a spade a
spade.

(1) to speak in a straight forward
manner
(2) to call someone a spade
(3) to speak ill about someone
(4) to speak about spades
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Q20. I am out of my wits and
therefore cannot find a way to 
solve the problem immediately.

(1) greatly confused
(2) helpless without power
(3) totally ignorant
(4) not intelligent enough
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A way of diluting credit discipline
The RBI regulations on opening current accounts have operational
and regulatory issues

Some bank borrowers have gone to court demanding that it quash
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) circular dated August 6, 2020 on 
opening current accounts. The RBI has since extended the date for 
compliance to October 31, 2021. Diversion of funds is a major 
reason for large non-performing assets (NPAs). Internal diversion is 
for non-priority purposes such as limousines, plush offices, and 
vanity acquisition of companies. Funds can also be diverted to 
other firms, owned or controlled by the same group, friends or 
relatives. The first is the result of misguided strategies or muddled
priorities. The second is an intention to defraud lenders, other 
creditors, and non-controlling shareholders.
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The regulations

The intentions of the impugned circular dated August 6, 2020 are 
unexceptionable. Widespread non-compliance with mandated
safeguards forced the RBI to bar non-lending banks from opening 
current accounts for large borrowers. Thus, if borrowing is 
through a cash credit or overdraft account, no bank can open a 
current account.

If a borrower has no cash credit or overdraft account, a current 
account can be opened subject to restrictions. If the bank’s 
exposure is less than 10% of total borrowings, debits to the 
account can only be for transfers to accounts with a designated 
bank.
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17) cash credit (noun) 
- a type of short-term working capital loan 
allowing borrowers to utilise money without 
holding a credit balance in an account.

18) exposure (verb) 
- challenge, question, dispute, query, impeach

15) mandated (verb) 
-called, commanded, decreed, dictated, directed, 
ordained, ordered

16) bar (verb) 
- prohibit, forbid, ban, keep out, obstruct, block
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1) diluting (verb)
–weaken, thin out, thin, make thinner

2) credit discipline (noun) 
– factor considered while assessing the ability or 
intention of the borrower/issuer to honour debt 
obligations in a timely manner. 

3) regulations (noun)
– rule, ruling, order, directive, act, law

4) operational (adj)
–running, working, functioning, operative, workeable
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5) Quash (verb)
-cancel, reverse, rescind, repeal, revoke, retract, 
countermand

6) circular (noun)
–leaflet, pamphlet, flyer, advertisement, notice

7) compliance (noun)
- acceptance, assent, consent, submission, 
surrender, affability

8) Diversion (noun)
-rerouting, redirection, turning aside, deflection, 
digression, deviation
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9) limousines (noun)
– automobiles, autos, buses (also busses), cars

10) plush (adj)
– luxurious, luxury, costly, lavish

11) vanity (adj) 
– conceit, conceitedness, self-conceit, narcissism, egotism

12) muddled (adjective) 
-confuse, mix up, jumble, disarrange, disorganize
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13) defraud (verb) 
- swindle, cheat, rob, deceive, dupe

14) impugned (verb) 
- challenge, question, dispute, query, impeach

15) mandated (verb) 
-called, commanded, decreed, dictated, directed, 
ordained, ordered

16) bar (verb) 
- prohibit, forbid, ban, keep out, obstruct, block
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